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(Temperance). 1 Kings 17 to 19; 21. 
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CE. Topic—Fellowship Through Song. ‘By 
John W. Lane, Jr. . 
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Grace and Glory 


By Elizabeth Edmonds 
Psalm 83:11 


OW precious are the promises 
In Psalm and Gospel story! 
But none more bright, more precious 
than 
He “will give grace and glory.” 


For trials that obstruct, impede 
The pilgrim path to Heaven, 

For sickness, persecution, pain, 
Sufficient grace is given. 


Sustaining, satisfying grace 
He giveth in full measure 
According to our needs bestows 
His sanctifying treasure. 


“And glory” —how the promise thrills 
With joy that faileth never! 

A little while—a few more tears — 
Then glory mine forever ! 


A Slur Against Christians 
Too often one hears that men of the 
world are more honest than Christian 
Workers. The idea comes from (1) dis- 
couragement, and the false notion that 
it would be pleasanter to resign from 
Service and go back to worldly 
associates; (2) a few unfortunate experi- 
ences with Christian workers who have 
apparently lied, been dishonest in money 


matters, or fallen into immorality on 
one or two occasions; (3) forgetfulness 
of how much dishonesty and immorality 
there is in the world; (4) overlooking 
the fact that the Devil does make things 
easy for his people and hard for Chris- 
tians; (5) hasty generalities, founded 
on a few instances; (6) expecting per- 
fection in men and women which can 
only be found in the Lord Jesus Himself; 
(7) not remembering the Lord’s warn- 
ing to His disciples, “In the world ye 
shall have tribulation: but be of good 
cheer; I have overcome the world” 
(John 16:33).. It is unfortunately true 
that some worldly people are easier to 
work with than some Christians, but 
this is partly due to the unbelievers’ 
tolerance toward sin, which springs from 
their desire to protect themselves and 
from ignorance of God’s standards. Paul 
describes them as “having the under- 
standing darkened, being alienated from 
the life of God through the ignorance 
that is in them, because of the blindness 
of their heart: who being past feeling 
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have given themselves over unto lasciv- 
iousness, to work all uncleanness with 
greediness” (Eph, 4:18, 19); they have 
“their conscience seared with a hot iron” 
(1 Tim, 4:2). Since their own con- 
sciences are deadened, they are indif- 
ferent to sin in others. Christians can- 
not take this lackadaisical attitude 
toward sin, and because of the imbalance 
of human nature they sometimes go to 
the extreme of a bitter intolerance which 
hates the sinner as well as the sin. But, 
taking the long and the Scriptural view 
of things, it is infinitely better to be 
working with the Lord and His people 
in His service; to lay up for ourselves 
“treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through nor steal,” 
than to lay up “treasures upon earth, 
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves break through and steal” 
(Matt, 6:19, 20). Only thus can we obey 
the command: “Whether therefore ye 
eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do 
all to the glory of God” (1 Cor, 10:31). 
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The Testimony of John Quincy Adams 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


T IS related of President John 
I Quincy Adams that he was wont to 
rise before 5 a.m, and, even while 
President, to build his own fire. Then 
he would read the Bible with com- 
mentary. On August 18, 1830, he en- 
tered in his diary, “This day I finished 
the reading of the Bible which I began 
the first of May last year.” He was a 
man of tender conscience. On a Christ- 
mas Day, in his old age, he wrote: 
“I can give no reason, -satisfactory 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Now our Lord Jesus Christ him- 
self, and God, even our Father, 
which hath loved us, and hath 
given us everlasting consolation 
and good hope through grace, com- 
fort your hearts, and stablish you 
in every good word and work” (2 
Thess, 2:16, 17). 











to myself, for having neglected attend- 
ing upon the religious public service of 
this day. Never in my life have I more 
needed faith and hope in the promises 
of the Gospel for relief from anxieties 
from sources public and private; never 
more prayer for direction from above 
to lead me in the short remnant of the 
path before me. I have wasted the day 
without being aware of my remissness, 
till the day was gone.” 

It is only with a sense of consterna- 
tion that one compares such a person- 
ality with high society in the city of 
Washington today, with its drunkenness, 
its lying treason, and its unnatural vice. 

John Quincy Adams’ father, John 
Adams, started college life with the pur- 
pose of becoming a Congregationalist 
minister, but he drifted far from the 
faith and can perhaps best be described 
as a deist. The son’s Bible study brought 
him back to a more evangelical position, 
Writing to his father, who had given 
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him various deistic books, the son re- 
fused to read them, and added: . 

“The bias of my mind is toward the 
doctrines of the Trinitarianms and Cal- 
vinists. . . . Most of the Boston Uni- 
tarians are my particular friends, but I 
never thought much of the eloquence, 
or of the theology, of Priestley [an Eng- 
lish Unitarian much in yogue in Boston]. 
His ‘Socrates and Jesus Compared’ is 
a wretched performance. Socrates and 
Jesus! ‘A farthing candle and the sun! 
I pray you to read Massillon’s sermon 
upon the divinity of Christ and then 
the whole New Testament. After which, 
be a Socinian [Unitarian] if you can! 

“The Unitarians are losing ground. 
They will never probably become the 
prevailing sect of Christians for the plain 
reason that, when you are going down 
a steep hill, the nearer you are to the 
bottom, the harder it is to stop. 

“If I must choose between the Athan- 
asian Trinity and the belief that Christ 
was a mere man to be compared with 
Socrates, and must mutilate the New 
Testament to suit the critical scruples 
of Dr. Priestley in order to maintain this 
[Unitarian creed], I have no hesitation 
in making my choice. I find, in the 
New Testament, Jesus Christ accosted in 
his own presence by one of his disciples 
as God, without disclaiming the appella- 
tion. I see him explicitly declared by 
at least two others of the disciples to 
be God, expressly and repeatedly an- 
nounced, not only as having existed be- 
fore the worlds, but as the Creator of 
the worlds, without beginning of days 
or end of years. I see him named, in 
the great prophecy of Isaiah concerning 
him, the Mighty God. And I cannot be 
entirely satisfied to be told that one of 
the expressions is merely a figure, that 
another may be an interpolation, and a 
third is not perhaps correctly translated, 

“Nor yet, as I am told by Mr. Chan- 
ning, that solitary texts collected here 
and there may be found in the Bible 
to support any doctrine whatsoever. The 
texts are too numerous, they are found 
from parts of Scripture too diversified. 
They are sometimes connected by too 
strong a chain of argument and the in- 
ferences from them are to my mind too 
direct and irresistible to admit of the 
explanation which the Unitarians some- 
times attempt to give them or by the 
evasions by which, at others, they en- 
deavor to escape from them. 

“It is true that the Scriptures do not 
use the term ‘person’ when they counte- 
nance the doctrine of the Trinity and 
perhaps it may be difficult, perhaps im- 
possible, to give a definition of the term 
‘persons’ which shall solve the mystery 
or save to human reason the apparent 
inconsistency of an identity of three 
in one. 

“But can the Unitarian give a more 
intelligible definition to the term ‘one’ 
as applied to the Deity? What precise 
idea can he form of unity without bounds 
and dimensions? For my part the term 
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‘one’ implies to me the limits, or bounds, 
within which that ‘one’ is included and 
beyond which he is not. How then can 
number be applicable to the idea of 
God ‘any more than time and space? In 
either hypothesis, the idea of God is to 
me equally incomprehensible. The ques- 
tion, therefore, is not whether the doc- 
trine of the Trinity be incomprehensible, 
but whether it be contained in Scrip- 
ture.” 

Coming from such an acute and culti- 
vated mind and from one who was 
brought up in the atmosphere of Uni- 
tarianism, this is important testimony. 
John Quincy Adams had a very inde- 
pendent mind. He thought things through 
for himself without regard to current 
theological of. philosophical fashions. 
When Emerson first appeared above the 
horizon he spoke of “wanderings of mind 
which take the place of [earlier ones] 
and equally let the wolf into the fold. 
A young man named R, W. Emerson, a 
son of my once-loved friend, William 
Emerson, after failing in the everyday 
avocations of a Unitarian preacher and 
schoolmaster, starts a new doctrine of 
transcendentalism, declares all the old 
revelations superannuated and worn out, 
and announces the approach of new rev- 
elations and prophecies.” This he clas- 
sifies with phrenology and animal mag- 
netism. “Each furnishes some plausible 
rascality as an ingredient for the bub- 
bling cauldron of religion, .. .” 

Of Channing and the Unitarian clergy 
generally he appears not to have been 
over-respectful. They seemed to him of 
questionable honesty: 

“The charge brought forward : 
against the clergymen styling themselves 
‘liberal’ in Boston and vicinity was not 
simply of deviating from the doctrines 
of the Trinity but of withholding, and 
in sOme degree dissembling, their real 
opinions on the subject. Against this 
charge Mr. Channing was in his first 
publication indignant, perhaps to excess. 
That there was some foundation for it 
is not only proved by the indisputable 
testimony produced in the Panoplist, but 
has long been well known personally to 
me, Mr. Channing very forcibly, and 
somewhat angrily, disclaims the Uni- 
tarianism of Mr. Belsham and Dr. 
Priestley. This I have no doubt he could 
very honestly do for himself, but certain 
it is that this very Unitarianism had in- 
fected others more than they were ever 
willing to avow and more than I believe 
compatible with any system of real 
Christianity.” 

“Academic freedom” was then, as now, 
the disguise of unbelief. “Mr, Channing’s 
great fear seems to be that the craft 
is in danger, that the reputation of the 
liberal clergymen will be impaired, and 
even that they may be perhaps driven 
from their pulpits, . . . I do not per- 
ceive the danger to our religious free- 
dom which Mr, Channing . , . so ve- 
hemently dreads . . .” 

“I am rather inclined to expect. that 
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our liberal clergymen, as they choose 
to style themselves, will find it necessary 
to be more explicit in the full avowg] 
of their opinions; with no more secre. 
tiveness, and for that purpose to be 
better prepared to give a reason for the 
faith that is in them; that above all they 
will universally shake off the Unitayj. 
anism of Socinus and Priestley and set. 
tle their belief concerning the person 
and character of Jesus Christ on a firmer 
and more solid basis than the clod of 
human mortality.” 

This was written to his mother, Abigai] 
Adams. He then discloses the source of 
his evangelical belief, namely, Bible 
reading. “I trust that neither you, nor 
my father, will think that I am presum. 
ing to offer you anything new in support 
of Athanasianism [i.e., evangelical Chris. 
tianity]. My own opinions on this sub- 
ject have resulted solely from the im. 
pression of the Scriptures upon my own 
mind. The very little controversy that 
I have read relating to it has rather 
tended to confirm than weaken that im. 
pression.” , : 

John Quincy Adams was far and away 
the most cultivated man who ever sat in 
the presidential chair of the United 
States. In mental power he was the 
equal of most of the Founding Fathers 
in the presidency and far beyond most 
of those who have come after. And this 
man found self-accrediting witness in 
Scripture to the fact that Christ was 
God. To his skeptical old father he 
wrote: 

“In the Sermon on the Mount much 
is said of the Kingdom of Heaven and 
those who alone shall enter it. You, or 
at least I, can by no poss’ Jle process of 
reasoning consider [Jesus] as a mere 
man without at the same time pro- 


(Continued on page 626) 








Notes on Open Letters 


The Sunday School Times 
in Public Libraries 


Enclosed is a_ subscription for THe 
Sunpay Scuoot Times for a year for 
our Harlan Public Library. 


_Why not put a note in your maga- 
zine suggesting your readers subscribe 
for their religious libraries? The only 
religious magazine our library has Is 
a.Catholic magazine. The priest sub- 
scribes for the library ! That may often 
be the case.—A Kentucky reader. 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times appreciates 

the suggestion and is glad to pass it on 
to readers. Perhaps others have fol- 
lowed it. Probably most public libraries 
would gladly accept a subscription to 
the Tres, and when the paper is made 
available to library readers it provides 
a means of placing before them light 
from Bible prophecy on world events, 
answers to difficult questions, many arti- 
cles of general interest, a wealth of Bible 
exposition in the Sunday school lessoD 
articles, and the good news of the Gospel. 
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|. From Ruin to Redemption 





‘But not by evolution 


common expression nowadays, 

and well it may. We live in a 
day of wreckage. Some of the world’s 
great cities have been ruined. Our 
highways are marked by wrecks. Our 
hospitals are filled with mental and 
physical wrecks. Badly in need of re- 
pair as we are, we are fearful, what 
with atomic power at our command, that 
we are in for more damages than ever. 

It must have been a lovely earth when 
Adam had dominion. There was a day 
when man ruled the earth, when there 
was no bloodshed, nothing to hurt or 
destroy. But Satan came and Adam 
sinned and nature came under the curse, 
We lost our dominion and we have never 
regained it. We cannot whistle and 
have the birds obey us, or crook the 
finger and make the fishes come at our 
bidding. 

The loveliest scene of nature is de- 
ceptive because underneath there is 
bloodshed and terror; the creatures creep 
about in fear, the birds look nervously 
in all directions, the snake crawls in the 
grass. Everything is under the curse. 

But there is coming a day when nature 
will be at peace. The lion and the lamb 
shall lie down together —and the lamb 
will not be inside the lion! The first 
Adam failed, but two thousand years 
ago there came a second Adam. He had 
dominion and there are flashes of it all 
through His days on earth. He stilled 
the tempest, healed the sick, turned 
water into wine, raised the dead. He 
knew just where a certain fish could be 
caught, rode an unbroken colt into Jeru- 
Salem, and had a certain little rooster 
all set to crow at just the proper time 
on the night of Peter’s denial. He did 
not use His dominion as fully as He 
could have when He was here the first 
time; but one day He will return to reign 
_ Over a redeemed earth, and it will not 
be a wreck then. 


Under the Curse, But Not Forever 


_lam something of a bird-lover. I used 
to tramp the woods somewhat saddened 
at times because no matter how lovely 
the day, how sweet the bird songs, how 
fragrant the flowers, there were every- 

here present the evidences of pain and 

lath and decay, the marks of the bond- 
age of corruption. It was a great day 
When there dawned upon me that blessed 
fruth, so neglected and unknown, that 
H#-will not always be so: “The wolf also 
Sfall dwell with the lamb, and the 
Ropard shall lie down with the kid; 
and the calf and the young lion and the 
fatling together; and a little child shall 
Wad them. And the cow and the bear 
= feed; their young ones shall lie 


es 


: ad | FEEL like a wreck !” So goes the 


ae 
mee 


No nature lover can escape the 
shadow of tragedy that strétches 
across all life in this world. Bass 
swallow minnows, snakes catch 
frogs, weasels kill rabbits, duck 
hawks bring down green-winged teal, 
mountain lions pounce upon deer; 
weeds infest every garden, the gypsy 
moth kills evergreens, and insect 
pests eat holes in the leaves of vege- 
tables and flowers; man himself 
spends millions to discover and kill 
germs. Mr. Havner is a nature lover 
and a good observer, and he has been 
keenly conscious of this continual 
conflict and the downgrade ten- 
dencies. But he is also a lover of 
the Word of God and sees this won- 
derful world with the eyes of one 
who looks beyond the tragedies of 
the present to the triumphs of the 
future. In this, the first of three 
articles, Mr. Havner deals with pres- 
ent conditions realistically, but he 
points forward to the glorious hope 
set before every believer in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 











down together: and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. And the sucking child 
shall play on the hole of the asp, and 
the weaned child shall put his hand on 
the cockatrice’ den. They shall not hurt 
nor destroy in all my holy mountain: 
for the earth shall be full of the knowl- 
edge of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the sea” (Isa, 11:6-9). 

Not only is the earth a wreck — civil- 
ization is a ruin. Civilization is not go- 
ing to the dogs, it is headed for the 
vultures. Our Lord described the final 
state of man before His coming with a 
most loathsome figure: “Wheresoever 
the body is, thither will the eagles [vul- 
tures] be gathered together” (Luke 17: 
37). For all our vaunted science and 
boasted inventive genius, we are now 
mainly occupied with trying to find a 
hole in the ground where we may es- 
cape the next world devastation. A pop- 
ular book bears the title, “No Hiding 
Place.” A leading scientist writes on the 
subject, “I’m a Frightened Man.” 


Civilization is a failure because the 


human race is a failure. “By one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin” 
(Rom. 5:12); “All have sinned” (Rom. 
3:23); “In Adam all die” (1 Cor. 15:22). 
Just as nature’s loveliest landscape is 
deceptive, so is all our effort to make 
earth's wreck look like the Garden of 
Eden. I sat in a little Southern city on 
a beautiful morning looking across the 
placid surface of a tranquil lake. It 
was one of those rare days in June 
when, if ever, come perfect days, when 
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earth seems in perfect tune and all 
nature in accord. But my peaceful 
meditation was jarred when I perceived 
that the waters reflected a hospital that 
stood on the other side. That spoke of 
sickness and pain and death. No matter 
how we dress up our cities and beautify 
our dwelling place we must have hos- 
pitals and cemeteries, and all the para- 
phernalia of a ruined race. 

But two thousand years ago there 
came to earth One who said, “My king- 
dom is not of this world” (John 18:36). 
He stood condemned on that occasion 
and it appeared that He had failed. But 
it was haughty Pilate who failed. The 
old Adam has failed, but the “last 
Adam” (1 Cor, 15:45) came down in all 
the wreckage of our race and became 
the first-born of a new race; and as many 
as receive Him, to them God gives the 
power to become the sons of God. There 
is a new commonwealth of those whose 
citizenship is in Heaven, pilgrims and 
strangers looking for a city. One of 
these days there will be the manifesta- 
tion of these sons of God. We are com- 
ing into our own! Every knee will bow 
and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord. One thing I am sure 
of: there is coming a day when every 
skeptic will agree with me and every 
unbeliever admit that my message is 
true, but it will be too late for them. 
I can afford to wait, but they cannot. 
If you are sitting in the seat of the 
scornful, it is high time to get into the 
new race by the new birth and move out 
of ruin into redemption. 


En Route to the Grave 


Individually, we are all wrecks. We 
were ruined by the fall, the curse of 
Adam’s sin is upon our bodies and minds, 
No matter how husky or attractive you 
may be, you started to die the day you 
were born and every day you have one 
day less to live. You may not yet be 
aware of disintegration, but you soon 
will be! Some of you realize it well 
already. 

Our minds are wrecks and therefore 
we make so many mistakes. We are 
just a shell of what we were in Adam, 
for sin and Satan have done their work, 
We are headed for the grave. 

The boast of herajdry, the pomp of power, 

And all that beauty, all that wealth e’er 
gave, 

Await alike the inevitable hour: 

The paths of glory lead but to the grave. 

It is a good thing to “forefancy your 
deathbed,” as an old saint put it. The 
modern emphasis on “Get ready to live, 
not ready to die” sounds very up-to-date, 
but no man is more ready to live than 
the man who is ready to die. 

Does this sound like pessimism? I 
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have not finished yet! The best is yet 
to come. Two thousand years ago our 
Lord came not only to give us a fore- 
taste of the day when nature shall be 
reclaimed, not only to begin the new 
race of the sons of God, but to die for 
our sins and rise again to guarantee that 
those who live in Him shall have new 
bodies and live forever with Him. Our 
salvation is free, but not yet full in our 
actual experience. Recently a preacher 
suggested that we use the word “salvage” 
instead of “salvation.” But we merely 
salvage the same old wreck, while sal- 
vation guarantees us a new outfit. I 
don’t want to be towed into Heaven be- 
hind a wrecking crew, I want to go in 
brand new! 

The best is yet to come. “To die is 
gain” and being a Christian makes death 
a paying proposition. That blessed as- 
surance that Jesus is mine is but a “fore- 
taste of glory divine.” We that have 
the earnest, the first fruits, of the Spirit 
groan within ourselves waiting for our 
new bodies. “The earnest expectation of 
the creature waiteth for the manifesta- 
tion of the sons of God” (Rom. 8:19). 

It is true that we are merely shells of 
what we were in Adam, but we are also 
but shadows of what we shall be in the 
Last Adam. I am not what I was, but 
neither am I what I shall be. “Beloved, 
now are we the sons of God, and it doth 
not yet appear what we shall be: but 
we know that, when he shall appear, we 
shall be like him; for we shall see him 
as he is” (1 John 3:2). Every time I 
look into a mirror I am well aware that 
it doth not yet appear what I shall be! 

I am not now what once I was, 

Nor am I what I want to be; 

But what I am I am by grace, 

And when I see Him face to face 

I shall be like Him perfectly. 

I once was dead yet thought I lived; 

And now I live, yet dead I am; 

I live in Him with whom I died, 


I to the world am crucified, 
My life, my song, is Calvary’s Lamb. 


But there is a fearful warning here. 
It is bad enough to live in the wreck 
of a body in the wreck of a race in the 
wreck of a world. But if we do not 
avail ourselves of the new life in Christ 
we are doomed to the eternal wreckage 
and garbage heap of hell where the 
worm dieth not and the fire is not 
quenched. Whosoever does not believe 
shall PERISH. 

What a prospect, however, awaits the 
child of God! “For we know that if 
our earthly house of this tabernacle were 
dissolved, we have a building of God, 
an house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1). The apos- 
tle goes on to say that we groan while 
we live in this tent desiring to be clothed 
upon with our house from Heaven. In 
Romans he tells us that the whole creation 
groans and we groan and the Spirit helps 
our infirmities, interceding for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered (Rom. 
8:22, 23, 26). 
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A little boy, sitting in the door of a 
mountain cabin, was asked, “Do you live 
here?” “Yes,” he answered, “but we’ve 
a new house up on the hill and we're 
moving tomorrow. You can see farther, 
the water’s better, and everything’s 
brand-new.” If your tent is fast de- 
teriorating, brother, we’re moving up 
higher soon. You can see farther, the 
water is better, and everything will be 
brand-new. 

Some day the silver cord will break, 

And I no more as now shall sing: 

But, O the joy when I shall wake 

Within the palace of the King! 

These blessed truths hold for us both 
an encouragement and a warning. For 
one thing, while it is true that we are 
wrecks. and the resurrection is still 
ahead, there is a very real sense in 
which the Spirit strengthens our bodies 
and minds here and now to enable us 
to do His will. We are identified with 
Christ and members of His body and, 
as we live by simple faith and obedi- 
ence in complete dependence on Him, 
the power of God in Christ flows in and 
through us, empowering us to do all God 
wants done. Some go to extremes here 
and expect too much in the present body, 
thinking they should have no pain and 
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make no mistakes. Others go to the 
other extreme, struggling along in their 
own strength, living on their reserves 
instead of His resources. He is able to 
make all grace abound so that we may 
abound. But we must come to the end 
of our reserves, that extremity which is 
God’s opportunity. The woman who 
touched Jesus had come to the end of 
her reserves, physically and financially, 
The rich young ruler still had reserves 
of his own, so he went away without 
the blessing. 

Paul was a wreck. He had a thorn 
in the flesh. I think his eyesight was 
bad. They said his bodily presence was 
weak and his speech contemptible. But 
he could do all things through Christ — 
that is, all things that God wanted him 
to do. There is provision even for our 
present bodies and minds to enable us to 
do His will. 

Some day my earthly house will fall: 

I cannot tell how soon ‘twill be: 


But this I know — My All in All 
Has now a place in Heaven for me. 
Some day —till then I'll watch and wait, 
My lamp all trimmed and burning bright, 
That when my Saviour opes the gate, 
My soul to Him may wing its flight. 
—Fanny Crosby, 1891. 


(To be continued) 


A Rally Day service for the Sunday school 


By MARY BRAINERD SMITH 


This service will be available in convenient pamphlet form suitable for 

distribution and use in your Sunday school on Rally Day. It can be had 

for 25 cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred. Just ask for the 1950 Rally Day 
service. 


OPENING SENTENCES: 
Leader—“O come, let us sing unto the 


Lord: . Let us come before his 
presence with thanksgiving” (Psa. 
95:1, 2). 


“Who prepareth rain for the earth, 
who maketh grass to grow upon the 
mountains” (Psa. 147:8). 

“And herb for the service of man: 
that he may bring forth food out of 
the earth” (Psa. 104:14). 

“O give thanks unto the God of 
heaven: for his mercy endureth for 
ever” (Psa. 136: 26). 


Oprentinc Hymn—“A Harvest Song of 
Praise.” . 
(Tune, “Saviour, Again to Thy Dear 
Name We Raise”—“Ellers.”) 
Father in Heaven, again to Thee we raise 
Our harvest song of gladness and of praise; 
Once more we render thanks from hearts 
sincere, 
For with Thy goodness Thou hast crowned 
the year. 
The life that springs in herb and fruitful 
tree 


Is from above, a gift alone from Thee. 
Though man may plant and toil that fruit 
be grown, . 
. The fields’ increase comes from Thy hand 
alone. 


We thank Thee that Thou dost for all 
provide; 

Through harvest given, Thou hast our 
needs supplied, 

As we have prayed, hast given our daily 
food, 

With grateful hearts we sing, for Thou 
art good. 


God’s Laws of Harvest 

ScrRIPTURE RESPONSES: 

Leader—“God is not mocked: for what- 
soever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap” (Gal. 6:7). 

School—“They that . . . sow wicked- 
ness, reap the same” (Job 4:8). 

Leader—“But to him that soweth right- 
eousness shall be a sure reward” 
(Prov. 11:18). 

School—“He which soweth sparingly 
shall reap also sparingly; and he which 
soweth bountifully shall reap also 
bountifully” (2 Cor. 9:6). 

Leader—“Neither is he that planteth 
any thing, neither he that watereth; 
but God that giveth the increase” (I 
Cor. 3:7). 

School—“The Lord said , . . While the 
earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest 
... Shall not cease” (Gen. 8:21, 22). 
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Lesson for August 6 


Leader—“Praise ye the Lord. , .. O ye 
servants of the Lord” (Psa 135:1). 
“For how great is his goodness” 
(Zech. 9:17). 


Primary Hymn—“Praises Sing to God 
Our Father.” 
(Tune, “Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult” 
—*“‘Galilee.”) 
Praises sing to God our Father, 
On whose care we all rely. 
He who watches o’er each sparrow, 
Does His children’s needs supply. 


Praises sing to God our Father 
For His daily, loving care. 

He who feeds each tiny sparrow, 
Feeds His children everywhere. 


Primary ReciraTion—“Our Daily Bread.” 


1. We pray the prayer as Jesus said, 
“Give us this day our daily bread”; 
And God does send our food each day, 
To make us strong for work and play. 


2. Though Mother buys our food, I know 
It's God who makes that food to grow, 
And harvests reaped as summer ends 
Are only what the Lord God sends. 


3. So, when at mealtimes we all meet, 
We pray again before we eat, 
And say to God, so kind and good, 
“We thank You, God, for all our food.” 


Harvests of the Fields 


ScRIPTURE RESPONSES: 

Leader—“God said, Behold, I have given 
you every herb bearing seed, which 
is upon the face of all the earth, and 
every tree, in the which is the fruit 
of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall 
be for meat” (Gen, 1:29). 

School—-“And out of the ground made 
the Lord God to grow every tree that 
is pleasant to the sight, and good for 
food” (Gen. 2:9). 

Leader—“O God . . . Thou visitest the 
earth, and waterest it: . . . thou pre- 
parest them corn, when thou hast so 
provided for it” (Psa. 65:5, 9). 

School — “Thou waterest the ridges 
thereof abundantly: thou settlest the 
furrows thereof: thou makest it soft 
with showers: thou blessest the spring- 
ing thereof” (Psa. 65:10). 

Leader—“Thou crownest the year with 
thy goodness; .. . the valleys also are 
Covered over with corn” (Psa. 65:11, 
13). 

School—“The earth is satisfied with the 

fruit of thy works” (Psa, 104:13). 

Leader—“Blessed be the Lord, who daily 
loadeth us with benefits” (Psa. 68:19). 


dunion Hymn—“O That Men Would 
Praise the Father.” 
(Tune, “What a Friend We Have in 
» Jesus”) 
~ Jesus taught us in our praying 
To ask God for daily bread; 
For tis by God's loving-kindness 
That His children all are fed. 
; Chorus 
Oh, that men would praise the Father 
For His goodness and His love ! 
pak things that surround us 
Are His gifts from Heaven above. 
_ God gives life to all that’s planted 
In the orchard and the field, 
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And His gifts of rain and sunshine 
Bring the harvests that they yield. 
(Cho.) 
We may trust Him, knowing surely 
He will send the fields’ increase, 
For He says, “Seedtirne and harvest, 
While earth standeth, shall not cease.” 
. (Cho.) 


Harvests of the Spirit 

ScRIPTURE RESPONSES: 

Leader—“Blessed is the man that trust- 
eth in the Lord .. , for he shall be as 
a tree planted by the waters, ... her 
leaf shall be green .. . neither shall 
cease from yielding fruit” (Jer, 17: 
7, 8). 

School—“That they might be called trees 
of righteousness, the planting of the 
Lord, that he might be glorified” (Isa. 
=a. 

Leader—“Jesus . . . said . . . I have 
chosen you, and ordained you, that 
ye should go and bring forth fruit” 
(John 14:23; 15:16). 

School—“He that abideth in me, and I 
in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit: for without me ye can do noth- 
ing” (John 15:5), 

Leader—“Herein is my Father glorified, 
that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye 
be my disciples” (John 15:8). 

School—“Not by might, nor by power, 
but by my spirit, saith the Lord of 
hosts” (Zech, 4:6). 

Leader—“He that soweth to the Spirit 
shall of the Spirit reap life everlast- 
ing” (Gal. 6:8). 

School—“The fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance” 
(Gal, 5:22, 23). 

Leader—“And God is able to make all 
grace abound toward you; that ye... 
may abound to every good work” (2 
Cor. 9:8). 

School—“Being filled with the fruits of 
righteousness” (Phil. 1:11). 

Leader—“For this cause also thank we 
God without ceasing” (1 Thess, 2:13). 


Junior REcITATION—“Wheat Harvest.” 


(A dialogue in which each child but the 
first carries a small sheaf of wheat.) 
1. What is it that you there hold on your 


arm? 

2. Gleanings of wheat from harvest on a 
farm. 

1. Who labored for that harvest of the 
wheat? 

3. A farmer, that we might have bread to 
eat. 

1. Should we then thank the farmer for 
our food? 

4. Yes, but much more thank God who is 
so good. 

1. The farmer toiled to plant the wheat 
indeed. 


5. But it was God put life in every seed. 
1. The farmer tilled the ground, that grain 
might grow, 
That a full harvest he might surely know. 
6. But all his labor would have been in vain, 
Had not God sent His sunshine and His 
rain. 
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All—“God . . . giveth the increase” (1 

Cor. 3:7). 
/ 
Harvests of Love 

ScriPTURE RESPONSES: 

Leader—“By their fruits ye shall know 
them” (Matt. 7:20). 

School—“By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love one to another” (John 13:35). 

Leader—“The love of God hath been 
shed abroad in our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit which was given unto us” 
(Rom, 5:5, R.V.). 

School—“If we love one another, God 
dwelleth in us, and his love is per- 
fected in us” (1 John 4:12), 

Leader—“Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy strength, 
and with all thy mind; and thy neigh- 
bour as thyself” (Luke 10:27). 


School—“And Jesus opened his 
mouth, . . . saying, . . . I say unto 
you, Love your enemies .. . that ye 


may be the children of. your Father 
which is in heaven” (Matt. 4:23; 5:2, 
44, 45). 


Leader—“The Lord make you to increase 
and abound in love one toward an- 
other, and toward all men” (1 Thess. 
3:12). 

“And blessed be his glorious name 
for ever” (Psa, 72:19). 


Hymn—“For Countless Gifts and Free.” 


(Tune, “God Bless Our Native Land” 
—*“Dort.”) 
For countless gifts and free, 
O Lord, we sing to Thee 
In thankfulness, 
For joy of heart and peace, 
That through Thy grace increase, 
And to old age ne’er cease 
Our lives to bless. 
That through Thy Spirit’s power, 
Our lives from hour to hour 
May grow more fair; 
That love Thou dost impart, 
Though it in weakness start, 
May grow within our heart, 
And fruitage bear. 
Our thanks once more we raise 
In joyful hymns of praise, 
That faith may spring 
Within our hearts to grow, 
As seed which Thou dost sow, 
Till we Thyself may know, 
And to Thee cling. 


Harvests of Joy 

ScrRIpTURE RESPONSES: 

Leader—“Jesus . . . said . . . These 
things have I spoken unto you, that 
my joy might remain in you, and that 
your joy might be full” (John 14:23; 
15:11), 

School—“Gladness [is sown] for the up- 
right in heart” (Psa. 97:11). 

Leader—“For thou, Lord, hast made me 
glad through thy work” (Psa. 92:4). 

School—“Thou hast put gladness in my 
heart, more than in the time that their 
corn ,.. increased” (Psa, 4:7), 
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Leader—“They that sow in tears shall 
reap in joy” (Psa. 126:5). 

School—“And the ransomed of the Lord 

. Shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorrow and sighing shal] flee away” 
(Isa. 35:10). 

Leader—“Now the God of hope fill you 
with all joy ... in believing, that ye 
may abound in hope, in the power of 
the Holy Spirit” (Rom, 15:13, R.V.). 

“Be thankful unto him, and bless his 
name” (Psa, 100:4). 


INTERMEDIATE RECITATION—“Fruits of the 

Spirit.” 

(Each one taking part carries a large 

bunch of grapes.) 

1, “Jesus ... said ... I am the vine, 
ye are the branches. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it 
abide in the vine; no more can ye, 
except ye abide in me” (John 14:23; 
15:5, 4). 

2. “He that abideth in me, and I in 
him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit” (John 15:5). 

3. In beauty and joy does the’ vine bear 

its fruit, 
For man's help and his sustenance grow: 
And Christ says that our lives, when He 
lives in our hearts, 
May like beauty and helpfulness show. 
4. But the fruit of the vine, we all know, 
is made up 
Of a cluster of grapes, pure and sweet; 
And our lives many graces as fruitage 
should show, 
Ere God counts them as truly complete. 

5. “The fruit of the Spirit is love” (Gal. 
§: 22). 

The first fruit on the cluster of life, Jesus 
says, 

Is a love like His love, that will show 

In our speech and our actions, and truly 


include 
Every neighbor and even our foe. 


6. “The fruit of the Spirit is... joy” 
(Gal. 5:22). 
But there’s joy in the cluster of fruitage 
as well, 


And Christ promises that will grow, too, 

In our lives, till through our happy faces 
and ways, 

Joy in other lives we may help strew. 


7. “The fruit of the Spirit is .. . peace” 
(Gal. 5:22), 
Peace, too, helps make that cluster of 
graces cornplete, 
And ‘tis peace Jesus promised to give; 
Such a peace, that though sorrow or sick- 
ness may come, 
With sweet peace in our hearts we may 
live. 


8. “The fruit of the Spirit is . 
suffering” (Gal. 5:22). 
Though this fruit is longsuffering, as pa- 
tience it’s known, 
And to love does it nestle close by; 
But that, too, should be growing in these 
lives of ours, 
Where much happens our patience to 
try. 
9. “The fruit of the Spirit is . . 
ness” (Gal. 5:22). 
There is kindness, too, Jesus would have 
us to show 
To all whom we meet every day. 


. . long- 


. kind- 


—~ 
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’Tis a fruit that will grow, as our love 
also grows, 
With His Spirit within us alway. 


10. “The fruit of the Spirit is . . . good- 
ness”? (Gal, 5:22). 
Still another sweet fruit in the cluster 
Paul names 
Is true goodness, which shuns every sin; 
And God promises also that goodness will 


grow 
When His Spirit is dwelling within. 


11. “The fruit of the Spirit is . . . faith- 
fulness” (Gal. 5:22, R.V.). 
But life’s fruitage would be incomplete 
did it lack 
Constant faithfulness, surely we know; 
And the one who is faithful in little, at 
last 
To be trusted with great things will 
grow. 


12. “The fruit of the Spirit is, . . meek- 
ness” (Gal, 5:22, 23). 
To that cluster of fruitage add meekness 
as well, 
That resents or avenges no wrong. 
He who learns through God's Spirit a 
meekness like Christ's, 
Will grow on toward His likeness ere 
long. 
13. “The fruit of the Spirit is... 
control” (Gal, 5:22, 23, R.V.). 
As the last of the cluster, Paul names 


self-control, 
That checks actions and temper and 


tongue; 
And this gtace, through God’s Spirit 
within us, will grow 
Toward perfection in 
young. 
All in concert—“Herein is my Father 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so 


shall ye be my disciples” (John 15:8). 


self- 


lives old and 


Harvests of Peace 
ScRIPTURE RESPONSES: 
Leader—“The Lord will bless his people 
with peace” (Psa. 29:11). 
School—“Lord, thou wilt ordain peace 
for us: for thou also hast wrought all 
our works in us” (Isa. 26:12). 


Leader—“Jesus .. . said . . . Peace I 
leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you” (John 14:23, 27). 


School—“These things I have spoken 
unto you, that in me ye might have 
peace” (John 16:33). 

Leader—“Great peace have they which 
love thy law” (Psa. 119: 165). 


School—“Grace and peace be multiplied 
unto you” (2 Pet. 1:2). 


Leader—“The righteous . . 
into peace” (Isa. 57:1, 2). 


School—“Thus saith the Lord .. , Be- 
hold, I will . . . reveal unto them the 
abundance of peace” (Jer. 33:4, 6). 


Leader—“The peace of God, which pass- 
eth all understanding, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 4:7). 

“Blessed be the Lord God, . . . who 
only doeth wondrous things” (Psa. 72: 
18). 


ADDRESS BY THE PASTOR OR SUPERINTENDENT. 


. shall enter 
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Hymn—“The Vine and the Branches.” 
(Tune, “It Came Upon the Midnight 

Clear”—“Carol.”) 

“I am the Vine,” the Master said, 
“And branches are ye all, 

Who in the closeness of our love, 
My friends I also call; 

But as a branch can ne'er bear fruit 
If parted from the vine, 

No more can ye bring forth good fruit 
In lives apart from Mine.” 

“But as ye do abide in Me,” 
So said the Master, too, 

“Much fruit your lives will surely bear, 
As I abide in you; 

And he who bears much fruit for God 
Adds glory to His name, 

Which always should in very truth 
Be My disciples’ aim.” 

Lord Jesus, fill our yielded hearts, 
Till we, like Paul, can say, 

“For me to live is Christ indeed,” 
We would sincerely pray; 

And, as our Lord abides in us, 
And we in Him abide, 

Then shall our lives such harvests yield 
That God is glorified. 


CLosinc SENTENCES: 
Leader—“The Lord is good” (Psa. 135: 
3). 

“Who giveth food to all flesh” (Psa. 
136: 25). 

“He satisfieth the longing soul, and 
filleth the hungry soul with goodness” 
(Psa. 107:9). ' 

“Oh that men would praise the Lord 
for his goodness, and for his wonder- 
ful works to the children of men” 
(Psa. 107:8). 

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and for- 
get not all his benefits” (Psa. 103:2). 


Ctostnc Prayer By THE PAsTor: 

“Grow in grace, and in the knowl- 
edge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18). 

“Till we all come .. . unto a per- 
fect man ... and... grow up into 
him in all things, which is the head, 
even Christ” (Eph. 4:13-15). 


The Testimony of 
John Quincy Adams 


(Continued from second page) 


nouncing him an imposter. The Sermon 
on the Mount commands me to lay up 
for myself treasures, not upon earth, but 
in Heaven. My hopes of a future life 
are all founded upon the Gospel of 
Christ and I cannot cavil, or quibble 
away, not single words or ambiguous 
expressions, but the whole tenor of his 
conduct, by which he sometimes posi- 
tively asserted, and at other times counte- 
nanced his disciples in asserting, that 
he was God. You think it blasphemous 
to believe that the omnipotent Creator 
could be crucified. God is a Spirit. The 
Spirit was not crucified. The body of 
Jesus of Nazareth was crucified. The 
Spirit . . . was beyond the reach of the 
Cross.” 

John Quincy Adams apparently did 
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Lesson for August 6 


not come to the full light regarding 
other fundamentals of the New Testa- 
ment, notably concerning the atonement. 
Yet the witness of this powerful mind, 
brought up in Unitarianism, to the deity 
of our Lord is refreshing and convinc- 
ing. Many other leading Unitarians 
turned their backs on Unitarianism be- 
fore death, as Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
Frederick Maurice, Dr. F. D. Hunting- 
ton, the great hymn writer Thomas Gill, 
and R H. Hutton, the great editor of 
the Spectator. Asa Mahan, in “Out 
From Darkness Into Light” (p. 228), 
testifies to Channing’s rapprochement to 
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the old faith. “In an address just be- 
fore his death, he made devout refer- 
ence to Christ as having made atone- 
ment for our sins, as living in the world 
as God manifest im the flesh, and as the 
foundation of all our hopes.” He also 
tells how Channing sent for an evangel- 
ical woman who had had very deep 
spiritual experiences and said to her, “I 
desire to hear from you about this full 
redemption of which so much is said in 
the churches.” (It was the time when 
Mahan was preaching in Boston.) So 
she told him of her experience of endue- 
ment from on high. Channing wept like 
a child as he listened. 


V. Will the Church Pass Through 


the Great Tribulation? 


Are the rapture and the day of Christ mere incidents in the Lord’s downward sweep? 


By the Rev. C. |. SCOFIELD, D.D. 


Eighteen important reasons why the Church will not pass through the 
Great Tribulation have been marshaled by Dr. Scofield. Twelve of these 


reasons have been given in the preceding four articles. 


Here are four 


more, and the remaining two will be given in the sixth and last article 
in the series next week. 


HIRTEENTH.—The Great Tribulation 

is ended, and the day of the Lord 
introduced by the return of the Lord in 
glory to “sit upon the throne of his 
glory” (Matt. 25:31). As all agree, the 
saints of this age return with Him, and 
are associated with Him in His earth- 
reign (Matt. 19:28; 1 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 1: 
5, 6; 3:21; 5:9, 10; Jude 14, 15). It be- 
comes, therefore, important to ask when 
and how they became joined to Him? 
The answer of those who would have 
the Church in the Great Tribulation is 
that the rapture of the Church and the 
day of Christ are mere incidents in the 
downward sweep of the Lord as He 
comes in glory to Jerusalem. 

The answer is fatally defective be- 
cause: 

(1) The new promise to the Church is 
unconnected with, unrelated to, any 
other event. If we are to make doctrine 
out cf inferences, and so-called logical 
conclusions, the inference as to the new 
promise would be that, having an- 
nounced that He was going to prepare 
a place for His own, and that He would 
come again and receive them unto Him- 
self, He meant to take them to the pre- 
pared place (John 14: 1-3). 

(2) The marriage of the Lamb is a 
heavenly event (Rev. 19:1, 5-8). It is 
one of the hard necessities of the the- 
ory that the ChuUtch must, somehow, be 
put into the Great Tribulation, that the 
tapture of the Church and the marriage 
of the Lamb should be hustled into a 
Mere incident of something else! 

(3) No place is even suggested for the 
Presentation (Eph. 5:27) which is the 
moment of Christ’s crowning joy; nor for 
the judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5: 


9, 10), with its distribution of rewards 
— which might be “inferred” as prelim- 
inary to the assignment of responsibil- 
ities in the coming participation in the 
earth-reign of Christ. 

(4) The saints are represented as com- 
ing with Him from Heaven, not the 
“air” (Rev. 21:9, 19; 19: 11-14). 


Fourteenth.—_No moral reason is, or 
can be, assigned for putting the Church 
into the Great Tribulation. 

Day and night, down all the centuries 
of the life of the Church, the saints of 
Christ have been passing into His pres- 
ence with no such experience. Is it 
supposed that the Great Tribulation is 
to be a kind of purgatory? The Church 
is composed of believers on the Lord 
Jesus Christ who are, therefore, clothed, 
as Bunyan says, “in a righteousness so 
perfect and blessed that even the law of 
Mount Sinai can find no fault therein.” 
They are washed from their sins in His 
precious bloed. They are accepted in 
the Beloved. They are indwelt by the 
Holy Spirit by whom they are sealed 
unto the day of redemption. Why are 
they to pass through the Great Tribula- 
tion? The answer, meant in all kindli- 
ness, is that a theory of events in unful- 
filled prophecy, based upon an inference, 
demands it. Not a line of express Scrip- 
ture asserts it; no moral result is af- 
firmed to be accomplished by it. The 
theory demands it! 


Fifteenth—The great typical analo- 
gies are violated by the notion that the 
Church will go through the Great Tribu- 
lation. Two of these are of especial 
significance, the translation of Enoch be- 
fore the judgment of the Flood, and the 
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deliverance of Lot before the destruction 
of Sodom, 

Enoch “walked with God: and he was 
not; for God took him” (Gen. 5:24). 
He thus became a type of those who will 
be living when the Lord descends into 
the air to wake the bodies of sleeping 
saints and change “in a moment” those 
“which are alive and remain,” translat- 
ing them without seeing death. The 
preservation of Noah and his family 
through the Flood in like manner sug- 
gests the preservation of Israel through 
the Tribulation, according to the prom- 
ise, “This generation [genea—race, or 
nation) shall not pass, till all these 
things be fulfilled.” 

The case of Lot is, if possible, more 
striking, because of the words of the 
angel sent to destroy Sodom: “Haste 
thee, escape thither; for I cannot do any 
thing till thou be come thither.” 

Sixteenth.—The theory that the Church 
is to go through the Great Tribulation 
is contrary to the plain order of events 
in the Revelation. 

(1) The foreview of chureh history 
on the earth closes with Revelation 3:22. 
True believers under circumstances 
analogous to those in Thyatira greet the 
“Morning Star” coming of the Lord, and 
do not await the rising of the Sun of 
righteousness; while those of the Phila- 
delphian description find Him faithful 
who promised, “I also will keep thee 
from the hour of temptation, which shall 
come upon all the world, to try them 
that dwell upon the earth.” 

(2) The trumpet voice which John had 
heard behind him in Patmos (Rev. 1: 
10), now calls from Heaven; saying. 
“Come up hither, and I will shew thee 
things which must be hereafter.” Imme- 
diately John, in the Spirit, is in Heaven, 
and the second object which he sees 
is the enthroned Church! Not only is 
all this before the Great Tribulation, but 
it is before the “Lion of the tribe of 
Juda, the Root of David” (Rev. 5:5) has 
opened one of the seals which set in 
motion the events of’ the last week of 
Daniel (Rev. 6:1, 2). Much is made of 
a supposed nearness of the translation 
of the Church to the day of the Lord: 
is not seven years. “near” in the time- 
calendar of Him with whom a day is as 
a thousand years? 

(3) And now the story of that seven 
years unfolds as seals are opened, trum- 
pets sounded, and vials poured out, but 
not Once is the Church in the scene! 
Nor does the Church again come into 
view until her bridal day in Heaven 
(Rev. 19:1-8). Since she is “ever... 
with the Lord” (1 Thess. 4:17) after 
her translation, she is in the vision of 
the descent of her Royal Spouse, not 
now the meek and lowly One, coming to 
suffer, but, King of kings, and Lord of 
lords (Rev 19:11-16), coming to end the 
Great Tribulation, to destroy Gentile 
world-power, and introduce His earth- 
kingdom (Matt. 25:31). 


(To be continued) 
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LESSON 6. AUGUST 6. ELIJAH, A COURAGEOUS PROPHET (Temperance) 
1 Kings 17 to 19; 21; printed text, 18:30-39 
Golden Text.—How long halt ye between two opinions? if the Lord be God, follow him.—1 Kings 18:21 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

1 Kings 18:30 And Elijah said, unto all the people, Come near 
unto me. And all the people. came near unto him. And he 
repaired the altar of the Lorp that was broken down. 

31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of 
the tribes of the sons of Jacob,. unto whom the word of the 
Lorp came, saying, Israel shall be thy name: 

32 And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lorn: 
and he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain 
two measures of seed. 

33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, 
and laid him on the wood, and ‘said, Fill four barrels with water, 
and pour it on the burnt-sacrifice, and on the wood. 

34 And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the 
second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it 


35 And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the 
trench also with water. 

36 And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the eve- 
ning sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, Lorp 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day 
that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that 
I have done all these things at thy word. 

37 Hear me, O Lorp, hear me, that this people may know that 
thou art the Lorp God, and that thou hast turned their heart back 
again. 

38 Then the fire of the Lorp fell and consumed the burnt- 
sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and thé dust, and licked 
up the water that was in the trench. 

39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and 
they said, The Lorp, he is the God; the Lorp, he is the God. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 

national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 

International Council of Religious Education. 





the third time. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

ALUTARY indeed are the lessons 
S which the Holy Spirit has pre- 

sented for us in the record of Eli- 
jah’s life. In some respects, the great- 
est of all the prophets since Moses un- 
til the advent of John the Baptist (Matt. 
11:11), he appears suddenly upon the 
page of Scripture with his amazing dec- 
laration to King Ahab, “As the Lord 
_ . . liveth, before whom I stand, there 
shall not be dew nor rain these years, 
but according to my word” (1 Kings 
17:1). We know from the Spirit’s com- 
ment in James 5:17 that this was the 
result of, and confidence from, a life of 
prayer. 

It took real courage — the courage born 
of the conviction thet he was God’s own 
messenger —for thig sturdy Tishbite to 
rebuke so powerful and wicked a ruler 
as Ahab, and even more to declare be- 
forehand what nature saw no evidence 
of, but which faith counted on God to 
perform (1 Kings 18:41). Yet we see 
this bold man quail before the wrath of 
a proud, haughty vixen like Jezebel (1 
Kings 19:2, 3), whose threatening words 
so disturbed him that he preferred death 
to further conflict (1 Kings 19:4). In 
this we may see how truly he was a 
man of like passions with ourselves: 
not some wonderful, mysterious, super- 
human being, but a very human person 
indeed, whom God had taken up in grace 
and commissiened for a great work. His 
greatest weakness was in connection 
with his outstanding testimony: he was 
inclined to think of himself as Jehovah’s 
sole representative on earth. When he 
said, “I, . . . only, am left” (1 Kings 19: 
14), God rebuked him by telling of seven 
thousand hidden ones in Israel who had 
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not bowed the knee to Baal (chap. 19: 
18). We need to learn the same lesson. 
However faithful or devoted we may im- 
agine ourselves to be, God has many 
more than ourselves who are true to 
His Word and faithful in their stand 
against apostasy. 

The Historical Setting 

For ‘about thirty years, during the 
reign of Ahab, king of Israel, Elijah was 
the outstanding witness for God in the 
northern kingdom. He came from Gilead, 
but we know nothing of his birthplace 
or his antecedents, nor the date of his 
nativity. It was late in the tenth cen- 
tury before Christ, about 925 B.C., that 
he made his first dramatic appearance 
before Ahab, and his translation occur- 
red probably about 896 B.C. The pres- 
ent scene occurred on Mt. Carmel, where 
he withstood the priests of Baal, 
Verse by Verse 

1 Kings 18:30.—“He repaired the altar 
of the Lord that was broken down.” 
This was evidently one of those ancient 
high places where the people worshiped 
Jehovah. The rebuilding of this altar 
was a witness to Elijah’s faith and a 
challenge to the representatives of the 
idolatrous systems that had the backing 
of the court of Israel. 

Verse 31.—“Twelve stones, according to 
the number of the tribes.” This was a re- 
markable testimony to the unity of. the 
nation as viewed by God, through His 
servant, even though strife and division 
had outwardly destroyed it. So with 
the church today. Faith says, “There is 
one body,” though man’s will has 
wrought in making manifold schisms. 

Verse 32.—‘He made a trench about 
the altar.” The pagan priests were no- 
torious for their trickery, by which they 
sought to deceive the people with false 
signs and lying wonders. Elijah was 
preparing to offset all this by that which 


in his case would make deceit impos- 
sible. 

Verse 33.—“Fill four barrels with 
water, and pour it on the burnt-sacri- 
fice.” Placing the parts of the Lord’s 
offering upon the wood, he had the altar 
and the sacrifice so drenched with water 
that no human power could kindle the 
wood and produce fire. 

Verse 34.—“They did it the third time.” 
Three times this process of saturation 
was repeated in the sight of all be- 
holders. There was too much at stake to 
admit any possibility of a reasonable 
charge of hidden fire in the altar to be 
fanned into flame when the prophet had 
prayed. 

Verse 35.—“He filled the trench also 
with water.” Altar, offering, and wood 
were drenched, and the trench or groove 
surrounding was now full of water. Only 
divine power could produce fire under 
such circumstances, and this was to be 
the test as to who was the true God 
that day (v. 24). 


Verse 36.—“At the time of the offering 
of the evening sacrifice.” Down at Je- 
rusalem, far to the south, at this hour, 
the lamb was laid upon the altar. This 
lonely witness among the apostates of 
the north remembered what was taking 
place at the Temple of Jehovah and 
called upon the Lord God of the fathers 
of Israel to reveal Himself and make 
His power known. 

Verse 37.—“‘Hear me, that this peo- 
ple may know.” It was with no thought 
of personal vindication or of self-exal- 
tation that Elijah thus called upon God, 
He yearned over the people, so wick- 
edly deceived by their leaders, and 
longed to see God manifest His power 
in such a way that they would be re- 
stored to the old-time path. 


Verse 38.—“Then the fire of the Lord 
fell.” As of old, when the Tabernacle 
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Lesson for August 6 


was first erected (Lev. 9:24), and the 
glory of the Lord filled the house when 
the Temple was dedicated (2 Chron. 5: 
13, 14), a sudden flash of fire from the 
heavens ignited the wood and consumed 
the sacrifice. Even the water in the 
trench was “licked up” by the intense 
heat. 

Verse 39.—“The Lord, he is the God.” 
All day the prophets of Baal had called 
in vain upon their idols. Now the eter- 
nal One had made His power known, 
and for the time, at least, the people 
were persuaded that He was indeed the 
one living and true God. It was a great 
victory: the answer to Elijah’s prayer 
of faith and consistent testimony to the 
truth. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

He who has the testimony of his own 
conscience that he is walking in accord- 
ance with the revealed will of God will 
be courageous in the hour of danger, 
when, the enemies of the truth oppose 
with violence or deceitful pretense. 
There is a mere fleshly bravado which 
may exist where one is playing fast and 
loose with that which is of God. But 
holy boldness is another thing altogether 
and is the accompaniment of genuine 
piety and true loyalty to the Word of 
the Lord. It is this that we see exem- 
plified in the life of Elijah, and in this 
we may Well seek grace to emulate the 
devoted man of God who came to call 
the people back to the Law they had 
forgotten. 


Lesson Outline 
“How Lone HALT Ye?” 

1. The people called to the test (1 Kings 
18: 19) 

2. Elijah’s challenge (v. 21) 

3. The test outlined (vs. 22-24) 

4. The effort of the prophets of Baal (vs, 
25, 26) 

5. Elijah’s scorn (v. 27) 

6. The altar of the Lord repaired (vs. 
30-32) 

7. Elijah calls upon God (vs. 36, 37) 

8. The answer by fire (v. 38) 

9. The verdict (v. 39) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Baal versus Jehovah. Ahab had called 
together on Mount Carmel the false 
prophets of Baal and of the idolatry of 
the Phoenicians, who were supported by 
Jezebel, for the supreme test of Jehovah 
versus Baal. To the assembled multitude 
Elijah propounded the question: “How 
long halt ye between two opinions?” Lit- 
erally, Elijah asked, “How long leap 
ye on two branches?” The picture is a 
Sraphic one and sets forth the danger- 
0s position in which Israel was found, 
trying to serve both God and Baal. It 
Was a call to decision. 

Elijah’s Courage the Result of a Life 
of Prayer. We have noticed already that 
in the Epistle of James our attention is 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
5. July 30.—David, a King Who Hon- 
ored God. 2 Samuel 5:1-5; 6 and 
7; 9; 22; Psalms 24; 51 
Next Week's Lesson 
7. August 13.—Ezra, Interpreter of 
God's Word. 
Ezra 7; 8:15-36; Nehemiah 8 and 9 








directed to Elijah as a man of prayer. 
He had learned how to prevail with God, 
and his prayer shut and opened the 
heavens in accordance with the will of 
the Lord. This is most suggestive. 
Prayer does not cause God to change His 
mind. But the man who lives in fellow- 
ship with Him is guided to pray in 
accordance with His will. Such prayer 
is sure to be answered (1 John 5:14, 15). 

We must learn to know God in secret 
if we would be courageous for Him in 
public. The three years that Elijah 
spent in retirement, proving God's faith- 
fulness by the brook Cherith and in 
the widow’s home at Zarephath, gave 
him a background of practical experi- 
ence that was of inestimable value when 
he had to face Ahab and the prophets 
of Baal. It was because he knew God 
that he dared to witness for Him so 
boldly. 

The test on Carmel was the bringing 
of God and Baal face to face, that the 
omnipotence of the One might expose 
the helplessness of the other. Elijah did 
not shrink from such a test though he 
stood alone, so far as human help was 
concerned, against over four hundred 
prophets of Baal. The conflict was not 
between him and them, but between Je- 
hovah and the idols of the heathen. Eli- 
jah knew that God could be depended 
upon to manifest Himself and exert His 
power, and so there was never a ques- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT is the principle behind Elijah’s 
seemingly presumptuous phrase, 

“according to my word”? (1 Kings 17:1.) 

2. What was the purpose of such stern 
measures as. creating drought and 
famine? 

3. How does Ahab represent the think- 
ing of the man of the world? 

4. How did the worship of Baal come 
to be so strongly established in Israel? 

5. What made the test of fire especially 
appropriate? 

6. What is significant about Elijah’s 
altar? (chap. 18:31, 32.) 

7. Where did Elijah get the barrels of 
water in such a time of drought? 

8. What does fire signify in the Bible? 

9. What was the effect of this demon- 
stration on the king’s house? 

10. In what respect could this be called 
a national revival? ’ 


(Answers on page 636) 
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tion in his mind as to the final outcome, 
His faith was rewarded most blessedly, 
and for the time at least many in Israel 
were turned to God from idols and bore 
testimony to the reality of His presence 
among them, 


Summaries and Applications 


When we know the truth of God, do 
we stand uncompromisingly for it as 
Elijah did, or are we trying to please 
both sides as Obadiah did? 

Do we value the privilege of bearing 
testimony for God in a day of adversity, 
when many are turning away from the 
truth and following after fables? (2 Tim. 
4:4.) 

We are told that “Ahab did more to 
provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger 
than all the kings of Israel that were 
before him” (1 Kings 16:33). Are we 
careful to take the opposite path and to 
seek to honor Him by walking in obe- 
dience to His Word? 

Ahab did not know that Elijah had 
been before God in secret prayer before 
he appeared at the court of Israel, but 
it was this that gave power to his testi- 
mony. 

The fire of God fell in response to 
the prayer of faith, for the Lord delights 
to reveal Himself to the man who trusts 
His grace and obeys His Word. 

All day the prophets of Baal had called 
in vain upon their idols. Now the eter- 
nal One had made His power known, 
and for the time at least the people 
were persuaded that He was indeed the 
one living and true God. It was a great 
victory: the answer to Elijah’s prayer 
of faith and consistent testimony to the 
truth. 

Winona LAKE, IND, 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, who hast given 
us life and all that is heeded to nourish 
it, we thank Thee for everything that 
shows Thy love for us. Most of all we 
praise Thee for our Saviour and for Thy 
gift of eternal life through Him. We 
have not known Thee, loved Thee, nor 
served Thee as we ought. Forgive us, 


’ Father, and free us from all double- 


mindedness. Set our hearts on. things 
above and make others’ needs a concern 
to us. Give us clean hearts, courage for 
the right, and understanding in all 
things. Spread abroad Thy Gospel! to all 
nations, and bless and guard all who 
make Christ known in this and in other 
lands. Bless the nations with wise and 
righteous rulers. Deliver the oppressed 
and all distressed and troubled folk. 
Send a great revival that life in every 
place may be purified and ennobled. 
Make us responsive to Thy Word as it 
comes to us in our lesson today, and 
make us all completely loyal to: Thee 
wherever we may be. We ask these 








630 (10) * 
mercies through our dear Saviour. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson—When you play 
baseball you may play on one side or 
the other, but you cannot play on both 
sides at the same time. And in daily 
life you may serve God, or you may 
serve Satan, but you cannot take sides 
with both at one and the same time. Yet 


NOT GOD AND... 
BUT ONLY 

people tried to do that in Elijah’s time. 
Theirs was the true and living God. To 
Him they owed not only their life and 
food, but their land, their laws, and all 
that was best in their way of life. To 
Him alone did their worship and service 
belong. But powerful Queen Jezebel 
was using all her influence to turn Is- 
rael to worship Baal. Now, there was 
no more in common between the holy 
worship of the Lord and the impure 
service of Baal than there is between 
light and darkness. But to please Jeze- 
bel and be in favor at court many were 
worshiping Baal. At the same time they 
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tried to retain the favor of the Lord by 
worshiping Him as well. They were try- 
ing to serve the Devil and to keep in 
God’s good books at the same time. No 
wonder Elijah exclaimed, “How long 
halt ye between two opinions?” He 
meant, “How long will you limp along 
between God’s side and Satan’s side?” 
It just could not be done; nor can it 
be done now; yet people still try it. 
They look like Christians on Sunday 
and live like sinners all week. One of 
the most dirty-minded and_  dirty- 
mouthed boys I knew as a lad was in the 
same Sunday school class with me. His 
father was the superintendent and the 
boy regularly attended Sunday school in 
good Sunday clothes. He was a Sun- 
day-go-to-meeting “Christian,” but a 
weekday-serve-the-Devil scamp. The 
Lord Jesus said, “No man can serve two 
masters.” Make sure you serve Him, 
and Him only. 
VANCcouvER, B. C., CAN, 
we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And Elijah said unto all the people, 
Come near unto me” (1 Kings 18:30). — 
That which Elijah was about to do was 
not a sleight-of-hand trick, All the people 
—not just certain ones— were invited 
to come right up to him. Those who 
perform tricks, as a rule, do not want 
all the people close to them. They do 
not want to be too closely watched. But 
Elijah, who is generally regarded as Is- 
rael’s greatest prophet, wanted his every 
movement observed. Everything was to 
be open and above board. The very 
fact that spiritist mediums want dark- 


ness in which to work should be reason’ 


enough to make an honest person con- 
clude that their works are evil (John 
3: 19-21). 


“And Elijah took twelve stones, ac- 
cording to the number of the tribes , ..” 
(v. 31).—Despite the division which ex- 
isted, the people were one when viewed 
in the light of God’s purpose — and that 
is the way Elijah was considering them, 
Despite all the divisions existing among 
God’s people today there is but “one 
body” (Eph. 4:4). And believers are 
earnestly exhorted to endeavor to “keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.” 

“It is common in Africa,” said Robert 
Moffat, “for the serpents to ascend the 
trees and take the young birds and eggs 
from the nests. You will then see birds 
collect together, of different hues, dif- 
ferent characters, and different sizes, 
from the water wag-tail to the hawk, all 
assembling to scream and. to roar— 
however these birds disliked each other 
before, they now unite together, showing 
that they are all in earnest to get the 
serpent to descend.” A common danger 
often serves to manifest the vital unity 
of the Spirit among Christians. It is 
to our shame that the unity is not al- 
ways in evidence. 


“And he said, Do it the third time. 
And they did it the third time” (v. 34). 
—Twelve barrels of water were poured 
over the sacrifice on the altar. If the 
twelve stones represented Israel posi- 
tionally, the twelve barrels of water 
could represent them conditionally, viz.: 
weak as water. 

A young preacher was preaching on 
this portion of the Holy Scriptures when 
a skeptic arose in the audience and asked 
permission to ask a question. Granted 
permission, he asked, “Since it had not 
rained for three and a half years; where 


.did the twelve barrels of water come 


from?” The preacher did not know, but 
an older Christian in the audience asked 
the skeptic if he knew the geographical 
situation of Mount Carmel on which the 
incident occurred. He admitted that he 
did not, so the Christian said, “It juts 
into the Mediterranean Sea—and if 
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there was no water in the land, there 
was plenty of it in the Sea!” 

That statement is perfectly true, and 
it satisfied the skeptic; but having been 
to the place of sacrifice on Mount Car- 
mel, I know there is a perennial spring 
close to where the altar was built — 
which has never been known to run dry. 

“He filled the trench also with water” 
(vy. 35).—The bullock, the wood, and the 
stones were drenched —and the trench 
filled with water. Everything was done 
to make it impossible for a fraud to be 

ted. Campers know how diffi- 
cult, if not impossible, it is to start a 
fre with soaking wet wood. 

The prophets of Baal had endeavored 
for hours, under very favorable circum- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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stances, to have their god send fire to 
consume the sacrifice on dry wood, but all 
to no avail. What must have been the 
thoughts of those prophets, as they 
watched the twelve barrels of water be- 
ing poured over Elijah’s sacrifice and 
altar! Elijah had the word of the Lord 
for all that he was doing (v. 36). He 
was not of the tribe of Levi — therefore 
not a priest. He would not have been 
permitted to offer a sacrifice at Jeru- 
salem. But here on Mount Carmel, 
where the sending of fire would reveal 
the true God, he is explicitly told to 
build the altar, kill the bullock and lay 
it on wood, and pour on the water. What 
faith and confidence Elijah had in the 
word of the Lord! It was not misplaced 
faith; the Lord honored it. Confidence 
in our works may prove to be misplaced 
faith. 

When Henry Winstanley built the first 
lighthouse where the Eddystone Light- 
house now stands, he built a very fan- 
tastic one, and when it was almost com- 
pleted, he felt so confident of its strength 
that he expressed the wish that he might 
be in it in the roughest hurricane that 
ever blew in the face of heaven. His 
wish was granted. One November night, 
he and his workmen were in that light- 
house when there came down the most 
raging tempest that has’ ever been 
known in that region. On the follow- 
ing morning, the people came down to 
see what had happened to the lighthouse. 

Not a vestige of the wall, not a vestige 
of the men. Only two twisted iron bolts, 
showing where the lighthouse had stood. 
So there are persons building up their 
fantastic hopes and plans and enterprises 
and expectations, thinking they will 
stand forever, saying: “We don’t want 
any defenses of the Bible. We can stand 
for ourselves. 
take all the risks, and we defy every- 
thing.” Suddenly the Lord blows upon 
them and they discover they were like 
the false prophets of Baal. ; 

“Then the fire of the Lord fell” (v. 38). 
—Elijah’s was a simple, short prayer: 
“Hear me, .O Lord, hear me, that this 
people may know that thou art the Lord 
God, and that thou hast turned their 
heart back again.” But it was offered 
at the time the evening sacrifice was 
being offered at Jerusalem. On the 
ground of that ‘sacrifice which typified 
Christ, God could, and did answer that 
prayer. Notice the order which that 
divinely sent fire fo.lowed: the burnt 
sacrifice, the wood, the stones, the dust 
—and then licked up the water that 
was in the trench! The object of it 
all was accomplished, for the people fell 
on their faces exclaiming, “The Lord, 
he is the God; the Lord, he is the God.” 


Wawona, CALIF, 
we 
Let us not make the feeble experi- 


ences of our unbelief the measure of 
what our faith may expect.—Andrew 


- Murray. 


We are not afraid. We: 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Elijah on Mount Car- 

mel is one of the most picturesque 
incidents in all the Bible—or, as for 
that matter, anywhere at any time. For 
sheer courage, boldness, and spiritual 
statesmanship there is nothing that any 
mere man ever did that surpasses it — few 
if any that equal it. Do you realize there 
were 850 against one in that contest? 
But the one had God on his side, and 
that is what made all the difference. 
Moreover, that one, the Prophet Elijah, 
trusted God and did not hesitate to ask 
great things of Him; and God honored 
him by giving him glorious success, 

Here was a mighty contest to decide 
whose god was the true God: either Baal, 
god of the heathen to whom Israel had 
turned, or the Lord God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, whom Israel had de- 
serted. Elijah, the lone prophet of Je- 
hovah, challenged the 850 heathen 
prophets “which eat at Jezebel’s table” 
fo make an altar on Mt. Carmel, place 
a bullock on it, and call on Baal to send 
fire upon it. If they failed, then Elijah 
would offer a similar sacrifice and call 
upon Jehovah to send fire to consume 
it. The prophets accepted the challenge 
and proceeded to call on Baal for the 
fire. They called from morning until 
evening; they went through many con- 
tortions, jumping upon the altar and 
cutting themselves “with knives and 
lancets, till the blood gushed out upon 
them,” but no fire came. 

Finally, when they were quite ex- 
hausted, Elijah built his altar and placed 
upon it the wood and the cut pieces of 
a bullock; then dug a trench all round 
the altar and called for four barrels 
of water to be brought and poured upon 
and around the altar. They did as he 
asked; and he said, “Do it the second 
time.” They did; and he said, “Do it 
the third time,” and they did that. I’m 
sure they were astonished at the bold- 
ness of Elijah, but they gladly poured 
on the water until altar, wood, and 
bullock were thoroughly saturated, the 
trenches full and overflowing. “Now,” 
they must have thought, “let’s see what 
this fellow can do!” But they did not 
know. Elijah, nor Elijah’s God. Then 
Elijah prayed, and oh, fellows, just. look 
what a prayer! “Lord God of Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known 
this day that thou art God in Israel, and 
that I am thy servant, and that I have 
done all these things at thy word. Hear 
me, O Lord, hear me, that this people 
may know that thou art the Lord God, 
and that thou hast turned their heart 
back again. Then the fire of the Lord 
fell and consumed the burnt-sacrifice, 
and the wood, and the stones, and the 
dust, and licked up the water that was 
in the trench. And when all the people 
saw it, they fell on their faces: and they 
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said, The Lord, he is the God; the Lord, 
he is the God.” ; 

There are two things you want to hold 
on to here, fellows: First, the boldness 
of Elijah in calling for all that water. 
It would have been a great miracle, even 
without the water; but Jehovah's 
prophet knew there was no test too hard 
for the Lord; he called for an extraordi- 
nary exhibition of power — something so 
complete and satisfying that there would 
never be any doubt that a great God — 
the supreme God—was operating with 
power that has no limit. And the sec- 
ond thing is this —it is the choice secret 
of prevailing prayer: Elijah prayed for 
God to glorify Himself, not Elijah. When 
you can pray for things that are for 
God’s glory you may be sure your 
prayer will be answered. Elijah gives 
us the ‘recipe for answered prayer, 
which, boiled down, is simply this: Ask 
much —ask it for God’s glory. 

Fontana Dam, N. C. 


yw 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 1E cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, ~~ “$2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip; from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 

to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 


Foolish Delay.—How long halt ye be- 
tween two opinions? ‘f the Lord be God, 
follow him (1 Kings 18:21, Golden 
Text). There is a fable of a hungry ass 
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that was put between two bundles of 
hay. It looked at the one, then at the 
other, and could not decide which to 
eat first, till it died of starvation. Just 
about as stupid and foolish are those 
who halt between two opinions till they 
die in their sins. “How long halt ye 
... 2” “Choose you this day whom 
ye will serve.”"—From Choice Gleanings 
Calendar. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. 


Which Will You Observe?—If the Lord 
be God, follow him (1 Kings 18:21, 
Golden Text). There is a story told in 
Benjamin Franklin’s autobiography of 
a clergyman who was ordered to read 
the proclamation issued by Charles I, 
bidding the people to return to sports 
on Sundays. To his congregation’s hor- 
ror and amazement, he did read the 
royal edict in church, which many clergy 
had refused to do. But he followed it 
with the words, “Remember the sab- 
bath day, to keep it holy,” and added: 
“Brethren, I have laid before you the 
commandment of your king and the 
Commandment of your God. I leave it 
to you to judge which of the two ought 
rather to be observed.”—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Because of the Family Altar.—And he 
repaired the altar of the Lord that was 
broken down (1 Kings 18:30). Two men 
reared in a godly Christian home be- 
came rich men in a city. While the 
father and mother lived they went oc- 
casionally to visit them. After the par- 
ents were dead they decided to tear 








The Golden 
I Kings 18: 21. 
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down the old house and build a summer 
home for themselves there. So one day 
they went out to look the old home. 
stead over. Going into the house one 
walked up and down in front of the 
fireplace, and the other sat down. Finally 
one said to the other: “Bob, I’ve changed 
my mind. This house is not going to 
be torn down.” “I was thinking the 
same,” said his brother. He looked over 
at the chair in which their father used to 
sit. “There is the old chair where Father 
used to read the Bible when he had fam. 
ily worship—the chair around which 
we knelt as Father lifted our hearts to 
God.” They both got down on their 
knees and wept their hearts out before 
God. They went back to the city saved 
men, and gave their money to God and 
lived for God. The old house stands be. 
cause the family altar had stood there— 
From Christian Digest. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Tingley, Iowa. 


When God Stopped the Rain.—Hear 
me, O Lord, hear me, that this people 
may know that thou art the Lord God 
(1 Kings 18:37). We were in Waterloo, 
Iowa, to address a gathering at the Hip- 
podrome. Over ten thousand people as- 
sembled for the meeting in this building, 
which had a corrugated iron roof. There 
had been intermittent showers. As time 
for the evening service drew near, the 
rain began coming down in a steady tor- 
rent, creating a tremendous noise on the 
metal roof. The regular Sunday broad- 
cast of the Old Fashioned Revival Hour 
was to be released from this building. 
It would soon be time to go on the air, 
and we realized that unless the rain 
ceased, the coast-to-coast broadcast would 
be ruined. It looked as though the rain 
would continue all night. From the tech- 
nician’s desk we listened through the 
testing phones: the noise of the rain 
came back in a loud-roar. Our only hope 
was God’s miraculous intervention. I 
stepped to the front of the platform, in- 
tending to ask God to intervene; and as 
I did, Satan whispered in my ear, “Sup- 
pose you pray, and the rain doesn't 
stop?. They will laugh you out of town!” 
Confident that God had His own hand 
on these circumstances, with the roar of 
the rain pounding on the iron I prayed: 
“Father, in Jesus’ name, wilt Thou please 
stop the rain, that the broadcast may go 
out clearly, for Thy glory?” Suddenly 
the rain ceased, and not another drop 
fell throughout the entire broadcast. 
Some ten minutes after it was over, the 
rain descended in such volume that the 
people could not leave the building for 
a long time. It left a great impression 
on those who witnessed this miracle of 
God’s power in response to prayer; and 
as a result many souls were saved— 
From Dr. Charles E. Fuller, in the 
King’s Business. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
David City, Nebr.; and Mrs. A. E. Jan- 
zen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


How the Infidel Club Was Broken Up. 
—Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this 
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people may know that thou art the Lord 
God, and that thou hast turned their 
peart back again (1 Kings 18:37). A 
remarkable visitation of the Spirit, a 
demonstration of answer to prayer, is 
recorded by the Rev. Reuben Emerson 
of Wakefield, Mass. An organized band 
of infidels was broken up solely through 
concerted prayer by a few faithful pray- 
ing Christians. No other means was 
ysed. The infidel club held regular 
meetings to promote their line of thought 
and attracted many young men of the 
city. The situation was alarming. It 
was felt that argument or force would 
be futile, so they resolved to pray down 
yictory. They were joined by many 
praying people who learned of their 
gatherings to pray solely for these 
spreaders of poison. They claimed the 
promises and prayed on. One day the 
infidel leader was brought under power- 
ful conviction. He sought out a Chris- 
tian and was saved. Then one after 
another of the band from week'to week 
came under the same conviction. Nearly 
every member was converted. The 
whole community acknowledged that it 
was the work of the divine Spirit. Not 
a word of controversy or rebuke had 
been said to these men. Like those at 
Pentecost, they had asked, “What shall 
we do?”"—From “Quiet Hour Stories,” 
by Keith L. Brooks. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


The Hardest Man To Reach.—Hear me, 
0 Lord, hear me (1 Kings 18:37). Dr. 
Torrey, in illustrating the definiteness 
of prayer, tells the following: “Up in 
alittle town in Maine, things were pretty 
dead some years ago. The churches were 
not accomplishing anything. There were 
afew godly men in the churches, and 
they said, ‘Here we are, only uneducated 
laymen, but something must be done in 
this town. Let us form a praying band. 
We will all center our prayers on one 
man; who shall it be?’ They picked out 
one of the hardest men in town, a hope- 
less drunkard, and all centered their 
prayers on him. In a week he was con- 
verted. They centered their prayers on 
the next hardest man in town, and soon he 
was converted. Then they took up another 
and another, until within a year, two or 
three hundred were brought to Christ, and 
the fire spread out into the surrounding 
country.” Definite prayer for those in the 
prison house of sin is the need of the day. 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mrs, Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Good Treatment for All Scolds.—Then 
the fire of the Lord fell (1 Kings 18:38). 
Fire is the symbol of the Holy Ghost 
that purifies and transforms. John Wes- 
ley tells us that at Epworth on one oc- 
casion a wagon load of Methodists were 
brought befere the magistrates. “What 
have they done?” asked the magistrate. 

Was a point the prosecution had 
hot considered. Then said one: “Please, 
sir, they converted my wife. Before she 
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went amongst them she had such a 


tongue! But now she is as quiet as a 
lamb!” “Take them back,” said the 
magistrate, “and let them convert all 


the scolds in the parish!” Forms of 
worship, arguments on the evidences of 
religion, oratorical disquisitions — what 
are they in comparison with the fire that 
consumes the ill temper of a woman, 
and makes her as gentle as a lamb?— 
From Mark Guy Pearse. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


Dare to be a Daniel, 
Dare to stand alone, 
Dare to have a purpose firm! 
Dare to make it known ! 
HAT is a good chorus to sing. More 
people like Daniel are needed in the 
world today. But we should have a 
chorus about Elijah, too. Maybe we can 
make one this morning. 

Elijah, like Daniel, dared to stand 
alone for God. Time and time again 
Elijah stood in solitary splendor as the 
prophet of God when it seemed that 
the whole nation was against him. This 
morning we want to find the secret of 
Elijah’s amazing courage. For the world 
today has desperate need of people who 
are able to stand for God, regardless of 
what others do. 

First Kings 17:1 is the first time Elijah 
is brought to our attention in the Word 
of God. Read it. Here Elijah is stand- 
ing before the most wicked king Israel 
ever had, prophesying God’s judgment 
upon the country because of the sins 
Ahab had led the people to commit. 
Turn to Deuteronomy 11:16, 17. Here 
God had told the Israelites that if they 
turned away from Him and worshiped 
idols, He would punish them. How? 
(By withholding rain from their land.) 
King Ahab had led the Israelites into 
idolatry to please his wicked wife Jeze- 
bel, and so God was going to send a 
drought upon Israel according to His 
word. But first He sent Elijah to warn 
the king. 

When God told Elijah to go and tell 
King Ahab of this coming punishment, 
Elijah must have known what a danger- 
ous mission it was. The king would 
be extremely angry to be rebuked by 
one of his subjects, and might order Eli- 
jah put to death instantly. However, 
in obedience to the Lord, Elijah went 
and stood fearlessly before the king and 
delivered God’s solemn warning. What 
was the secret of Elijah’s courage on this 
occasion?. He gives it himself in 1 Kings 
17:1. As far as man could see, Elijah 
was standing before King Ahab, but Eli- 
jah knew that he was also standing be- 
fore someone far greater than the king 
of Israel, the living God, The presence 
of God and his responsibility to obey 
Him were more important than the pres- 
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ence of the wicked king sitting there on 
his throne, 

As soon as his message was delivered, 
Elijah went and hid at the-command of 
the Lord, knowing that the king would 
seek for him everywhere during the 
drought, trying to kill him. We have 
not time this morning to read’ Elijah’s 
thrilling experiences during the three 
and a half years of drought which fol- 
lowed, but I hope you girls will read 
the rest of 1 Kings 17 at home. 

Now read 1 Kings 18:1. Once more 
Elijah starts out fearlessly to call on 
the king, although he had been hunting 
for him for more than three years to 
kill him. Again Elijah’s courage comes 
from knowing the living God and con- 
sciously obeying Him. When the king 
saw Elijah again, what did he say to him? 
(1 Kings 18:17.) What did Elijah an- 
swer? In effect he said to the king, 
“You are the cause of this awful drought 
because you have disobeyed God.” What 
a brave thing for a man to say to the 
ruler of the country! 

Then Elijah suggested to King Ahab 
that there be a contest between the God 
the nation had forsaken and the idol 
Baal which they now: worshiped. How 
many of the Israelites did he wish to 
have invited to see the contest? (All 
of them.) Then he certainly did not 
have any doubt as to how the contest 
would end. Read what Elijah said to 
the people. of Israel when they came 
together to see the contest (1 Kings 18: 
21). Elijah knew that the Lord is God 
and he did follow Him, even though he 
had to follow alone, 

Read verse 22 and see how unequal the 
contest seemed to be. Elijah stood alone 
on this side and four hundred and fifty 
prophets of Baal stood on that side. 

Two altars were built, one for the liv- 
ing God and one for Baal. An offering 
was placed on each altar, but no fire was 
put under either. The prophets of Baal 
were to get their idol to send down fire 
to consume the offering on his altar. 
Elijah was to ask God to send down 
fire to consume the offering on His altar. 
The one who answered by fire was to be 
acknowledged as God. Everyone agreed. 
Then Elijah told the prophets of Baal 
to take the first turn. From morning 
till noon they shouted, “O Baal, hear 
us,” but they got absolutely no answer. 
Read what Elijah said to them at noon 
in verse 27. Why did he encourage them 
to keep on praying to their idol? . (He 
did not want them to-stop until every- 
one was satisfied that Baal could not 
answer.) So Baal’s prophets kept on 
shouting and yelling and trying to get 
the attention of their idol in every pos- 
sible way, but they never got any re- 
sponse. Finally they gave up in despair. 

Now let us read verses 30 to 35 to- 
gether. Why did Elijah want so.much 
water on the altar of the Lord? So 
no one could possibly say that there 
was fire under there all the time.) 

Read what Elijah said in verse 36. 
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See his perfect confidence in God. He 
knew God. He knew that he was a serv- 
vant of God. He knew all that he had 
done was in obedience to God. So he 
was not worried about the outcome, His 
great concern was that the people should 
come to know God, too. 

Read verses 37 and 38 and see God’s 
answer. The people realized that this 
was no ordinary fire. Read verse 39 
and see the effect this had upon the 
people. What a tremendous influence 
Elijah exerted! Through his instru- 
mentality alone the whole nation was 
brought to see that the Lord is the true 
and living God. Let us close our class 

riod by singing, 

“Do be like Elijah, 
Dare to stand alone, 


Dare to trust the living God! 
Dare to make Him known !” 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Elijah Rebukes. King Ahab 
(1 Kings 21:1-4, 2, 13, 16-198) 


AVE you studied your lesson today? 

Then you, Mert, pretend you are 
Naboth, busy in your vineyard. And 
Jackie, you are Ahab, king of Israel, 
and have come to talk with Naboth. 
The rest of us will listen in to what 
you say. You don’t remember? Read 
1 Kings 21:1-4, then close your Bibles, 
and talk in your own words. While you 
look up your part, the rest of us will 
study the Memory Verse, “Thou shalt 
not covet ... any thing that is thy 
neighbour’s” (Exod. 20:17). 

After the boys have given Ahab’s re- 
quest and the reply, discuss the meaning 
of covet—to want too much for your- 
self what belongs to someone else. Was 
Ahab breaking this Commandment when 
he offered to trade vineyards or pay 
money for Naboth’s vineyard? No, it 
was not wrong to want a vineyard 
enough to get it in honest ways. But 
what do you think of a grown-up man 
having a temper tantrum and crying be- 
cause he couldn’t have a certain piece 
of land he wanted for a garden! I don’t 
know as Ahab did just that, but he cer- 
tainly did sulk. And that isn’t a pretty 
picture of a grown-up man—it is bad 
enough for a boy! Look at him! He 
throws himself down on his bed; he 
won't look at anybody who tries to be 
nice to him; he won’t even eat his sup- 
per. You don’t make a pretty picture 
when you act that way, either. Perhaps 
you can recall a time when you did just 
that. And I'll make one guess why — 
you couldn’t have your own way. You 
were coveting something you shouldn’t 
have or do. 

Like some mothers who let their chil- 
dren have their own way when they 
have a tantrum, or sulk, so Queen Jeze- 
bel got the vineyard for Ahab. Two men 
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were hired to lie and say that Naboth 
talked against God and the king. To 
punish him, they killed him by throw- 
ing stones at him. Now Ahab could 
take the vineyard. Down he went to 
claim it. But wait! Somebody comes 
to Ahab—somebody with a message 
straight from God. It is the Prophet 
Elijah. Francis, you are Ahab standing 
in Naboth’s vineyard, thinking this fine 
vineyard is now your own. Larry, pre- 
tend you are Elijah and deliver God's 
message (1 Kings 21:17-19), 

How many of the Ten Commandments 
were broken that day? Coveting, lying, 
killing, stealing. Can you repeat the 
words of God for each one as given in 
the Ten Commandments? (Memory 
Verse; and Exod. 20:16, 13, 15.) Would 
God permit even a king to “get away 
with” all that for long? You boys would 
like to read how Elijah’s threat came 
true while the king was fighting a bat- 
tle (1 Kings 22:34, 35, 37, 38). While 
the boys find out about Ahab, I'll tell 
you girls what happened to Jezebel — 
this is even worse. They threw her out 
of a window. A man drove his team 
of horses over her. Dogs ate her flesh 
and licked up the blood. There was 
nothing left to bury but a few bones. 

Awful? Listen! I am not Elijah. But 
as your Sunday school teacher I can 
warn you. Look out. See what being 
careless with God’s commands comes to! 
There are things you covet, too. There 
are lies you tell. There is hate in your 
hearts sometimes; that’s murder (1 John 
3:15). There are things you take that 
do not belong to you. Look out, you 
Ahabs and Jezebels, before it is too late. 
Let the Lord Jesus take your place. He 
has already taken it at the cross. So 
now ask His forgiveness for these broken 
commands, and all is right. Surely, 
from now on, you will love Him so much 
you will try to keep His commands, even 
about the secret sin, “Thou shalt not 
covet.” 

For the scrapbook pages use pictures 
and stories of Elijah. Copy the four Com- 
mandments concerned with the lesson. 
Picturés of articles which boys and girls 
covet may be added, such as clothes, bi- 
cycle, money. Review the names of the 
Books of the Prophets. 

Orono, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


fe are several things you can use 
for the picture in this lesson. You 
could use a picture of a vineyard, for 
that was the place where Elijah met 
King Ahab, or you might have a pic 
ture of a king. But I think I’d like a 
picture of Elijah best, an outdoor man 
probably in rough clothing, and the Bible 
tells us he wore a leather girdle. If 
you can’t find a picture, just draw one 
from your own imagination. It might 
be just as authentic as one you buy. 
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Lesson for August 6 


Elijah is one of the most thrilling 
characters in the Bible. One could tell 
many stories from the Word about him, 
put the one we have for a lesson today 
js about Elijah and Ahab, king of Sa- 
maria, or Israel. He was a wicked king, 
he had done more to provoke God than 
all the kings of Israel which had ruled 
pefore him. He had been wicked enough 
when he began to reign, but then he 
married a heathen girl, Jezebel, and he 
worshiped Baal, the god she worshiped, 
and even built a place to worship Baal, 
a temple, in Samaria. God had sent 
Blijah to speak to him before, and he 
hated Elijah. Any wicked thing he did 
not think to do, Jezebel did. 

Ahab was a spoiled boy, and could 
not bear to have to give up his own way. 
One day he saw a vineyard near the 
palace in Samaria, and he decided he 
would like to have that place for a gar- 
den for herbs, a vegetable garden, we 
would call it. So he went to Naboth, the 
man who owned the vineyard, and told 
him he wanted the vineyard, and would 
give him another one some other place, 
or would pay him money for it. 

Now, that sounds all right to us, but 
there was a law in Israel about selling 
the land that had been given you by 
your father. It must be kept in the 
family, to go down to the son and the 
grandson. So Ahab knew that he was 
asking something that no Israelite who 
respected God’s Law would do. We 
would say he was asking for trouble, 
but he thought because he was king 
everybody must do as he wished. But 
Naboth refused to let him have the vine- 
yard, and Ahab went home and threw 
himself down on his bed, turned his face 
to the wall, and sulked, and wouldn't eat, 
just as I've seen many a spoiled child do. 

Then his wicked wife came in and 
asked what was the matter with him. 
He told her, and she, cheering him up, 
said, “Are you the king of Israel? Get 
up and eat and be merry, for I'll get 
you the vineyard you want.” 

She arranged a fast and had Naboth 
sit.on the platform at a_meet- 
ing. She had hired two men to lie about 
him, saying he had blasphemed God and 
the king, and when the people heard 
that, they took Naboth outside the city 
and stoned him to death. 

When Jezebel heard that Naboth was 
dead, she told Ahab, “Arise and take 
possession of your vineyard, for Naboth 
isnot alive but dead.” And Ahab went 
down to take possession of the vineyard 
he had coveted. But God saw all that 
was happening, and He told Elijah to 
meet Ahab there. And the first thing 
Ahab said to Elijah was, “Hast thou 
found me, O mine enemy?” And Elijah 
answered, “I have found thee.” 

Then Elijah gave him the message 
God had sent, a terrible prophecy of 
death for Ahab and for Jezebel, and it 
al happened exactly as Elijah told 
Ahab. Ahab was frightened, and he put 
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on sackcloth and repented, and because 
of his sorrow, God spared him some of 
the prophecy, which was fulfilled in his 
son’s time, 

God gave a command, “Thou shalt not 
covet.” What does “covet” mean? It 
means just to want something that be- 
longs to another person so badly that 
you will do anything to get it. That is 
what makes many people steal. They 
will kill to get what they want. It all 
starts with coveting. Once I knew a girl 
who used to stand in front of the store 
windows and say, “Oh, I wish I had that 
dress, I wish I had that coat.” Of course 
thousands of girls have said the same 
things, but, this girl so coveted those 
things that she planned how to get them 
without paying for them. She got a 
job in that store. She kept on planning, 
and at last had a chance to steal one of 
the dresses she wanted. Nobody caught 
her. The manager decided a shoplifter 
must have taken the dress, and there 
was no way to find out who it was, so 
the matter was dropped. Finding she 
could take things and not get caught, 
this girl took many things from time 
to time. By this time her coveting had 
grown so she just had to have the things 
she wanted, like King Ahab. A beautiful 
fur coat came in and her covetous eyes 
fell on it. She must have it, she must 
have it, but how? It was too expensive 
and too much admired just to be picked 
up. She must scheme some other way. 

She watched her chance, and one day 
everything played her way. A wealthy 
woman came in and bought the coat, 
paid her for it, and ordered it delivered 
to her home. The girl made out the 
sales slip correctly, everything in order, 
and when nobody was looking, put the 
coat in her locker. When closing time 
came, she went out with the other sales- 
girls, carrying her suitbox, telling them 
she had picked up a cute sport suit. 
She got by all right, and hid the coat 
in her closet at home. 

The next morning there was a great 
stir in her department. What had be- 
come of that lovely fur coat? She told 
them she had sold it to the woman, and 
had made out the sales slip, and left it 
to be delivered. The delivery man said 
there was no coat there when he gath- 
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ered up his load. The girl was wishing 
she hadn’t taken it, but she worked as 
usual. In the afternoon, she was called 
to the office, and there was the coat. 
The store detective said, “You come with 
me and explain how this coat came to 
be in your closet at home.” One of the 
girls had been suspicious of her for some 
time, and she had suggested that her 
house be searched, and there the officers 
had found, not only the coat, but many 
other things she had stolen. She had 
to pay for her crime. 

Watch that first little coveting thought, 
the one that says, “Oh, I wish I had a 
doll like Sue has,” or, “I'd like to have 
that bat of Bob’s.” That kind of thought 
grows like a horrid weed, and when it 
is grown, it is not just coveting, but 
stealing and lying have grown up with 
it. Watch out for it. 

FELTON, CALIF. 


w 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 629) 

1. The man of prayer becomes God’s 
agent in great issues. See James 5:17, 18. 

2. (a) To bring the people to a sense 
of need; (b) to prepare for a demonstra- 
tion of the divine mercy. 

3. He is blind to moral causes, and 
sees divine judgments only as arbitrary 
acts (1 Kings 18:17, 18). 

4. Through the influence of Jezebel, 
Ahab’s wife (chaps. 16:31; 21:25). 

5. Baal was the sun-god. This test 
challenged Baal in his own province. 

6. By building it of twelve stones, 
Elijah reminded Israel that the division 
of the tribes into the two kingdoms was 
itself an apostasy. There is one altar 
for all God’s people. 

7. A mountain spring, there being sev- 
eral on Mt. Carmel. 

8. (a) Judgment (Gen. 19:24, 25; Rev. 
20:14, 15); (b) purification (Num, 31: 
23); (ec) acceptance (Lev. 9:24). 

9. Whatever effect it had on Ahab was 
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soon obliterated by his wife’s influence; 
it only incensed the queen, while their 
son went on serving Baal (1 Kings 22 
51-53). 

10. It may have given courage to the 
faithful (chap. 19:18), and settled the 
doubtful (chap. 18:21, 39), but the cur- 
rent of the nation’s life was not altered 
perceptibly. 
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Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


By Helen G. H. Estelle 

President, Woman's Christien Tem 

of the State of New York 

Do You Know?—There are now 482. 
033 liquor retailers in the United States, 
and every place of liquor sale is a poten- 
tial source of trouble. 

Science says that no man can tell if 
he “has what it takes” to remain a mod- 
erate drinker or to lapse into an alco- 
holic. 

Chronic alcoholism is the end-product 
of social custom plus the persistent pres- 
sure of an alcohol-selling system on the 
susceptible citizen. 

Since alcohol is a narcotic drug, psy- 
chologically habit-forming and resulting 
in addiction in at least ten per cent of 
moderate drinkers, it is incumbent on 
the public sehools tc teach abstinence 
rather than moderation. When dealing 
with narcotics, moderation is dangerous 
doctrine.—J. L. C. Goffin. M.D. 

Cornell University, N. Y., has banned 
two “drinking societies” because a stu- 
dent almost died after drinking a quart 
of Martini cocktails at a. ninety-minute 
initiation. Our educational leaders are 
not indifferent to the drinking problem 
that has arisen in our colleges. 

“The alcohol in one bottle of beer or 
one cocktail is sufficient to cause a delay 
of 5 to 10 per cent in the normal reac- 
tions of the driver of a motor vehicle 
for the next two hours—a repeatedly 
verified fact which accounts for many 
of the tragedies of the road.”—Dr. Haven 
Emerson, Columbia University. 


¢ Union 


“Try a little moderation, Uncle Sam,” 
says the Methodist Board of Temper- 
ance, You never thought you would catch 
us advocating moderation, did you? 
Well, we strongly recommend modera- 
tion for Uncle Sam. For instance, in- 
stead of trying to “drink a record” of 
100,000,000 barrels of beer a year, he 
might cut his consumption down to 
40,000,000 barrels. Even 40,000,000 bar- 
rels ought to mitigate his thirst consid- 
erably. Then, it wouldn’t hurt him to 
cut his whiskey consumption down to 
say about 50,000,000 gallons a year. 
ought to be enough for a moderate 
drinker, ought it not? 

Since the repeal of National Prohibi- 
tion, Uncle Sam has certainly not been 
moving in the direction of moderation 
at all. He has been on a real binge 
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In 1934, he drank $2,080,000,000 worth 
of spirits, wine, and beer, and in 1948 
his bill for the same alcoholic bever- 
ages Was $8,800,000,000 (data from U. S. 
Dept. of Commerce). 

You know what the result has been: 
A skid row that stretches across the 
United States, jails filled to bursting, 
horrible crimes against women and chil- 
dren almost without number, unprece- 
dented confusion and delinquency among 
juvenile Americans. Meanwhile, the 
producers of alcoholic beverages meet 
to plan advertising and promotional 
campaigns that will make “more and 
better business” for them, and let them 
reach new goals of sales achievement 
year after year. Yes, a little modera- 
tion won’t hurt Uncle Sam. 


Protecting Dry States.—It seems they 
are really turning down the screws on 
prohibition enforcement in Oklahoma; 
even the Federal Government is assum- 
ing some of its responsibility under the 
Twenty-first Amendment. Wholesalers 
in adjoining states are said to have been 
told that if they sell goods for export 
to Oklahoma they will be indicted for 
conspiracy. This is honest and com- 
mendable. The possibilities under the 
second section of the Twenty-first 
Amendment, which divests liquor of its 
rights in interstate commerce, have 
hardly been explored. The truth is, that 
the second section of the Twenty-first 
Amendment offers the only possible sub- 
stitute for Federal Prohibition which 
may be expected to satisfy many of the 
people whose dissatisfaction is becom- 
ing so evident. 


MW 
The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 6 
Fellowship Through Song 
(Psa. 95:1-6; 98:1-9; Col. 3:16) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
HRISTIANITY has always been a 
Singing religion. Matthew tells us 
that, after the last supper, before the 
Lord and His little band of disciples left 
the upper room, they sang a hymn 
(Matt. 26:30). It was probably one of 
the Psalms from the Hebrew Book of 
Praise and Prayer from which two of 
our Scripture portions for this week are 
taken. Even in the catacombs of Rome, 
where they sought refuge for their lives, 
sang. And down through the 
centuries they have been singing to- 
gether, finding inspiration and comfort 
and joy and fortitude in lifting up their 
hearts and voices together to God in 


worship in song. 
w 


It was not just a happy idea that 
sMeone had that made Christian hymns 
SR, 
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a part of Christian worship. Paul, in 
the third Scripture portion chosen for 
this week, urges the Colossian Christians 
to teach and admonish one another “in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord” (Col. 3:16). Here in a nutshell 
are given some of the reasons for Chris- 
tians singing together, a description of 
what we may rightly expect Christian 
hymns and songs to do for us and for 
others, and what should be our heart 
attitude as we sing. Christian hymns 
and songs are to be a means of teaching 
Christian truths. They are to be used 
to “admonish,” or to warn gently or to 
exhort, primarily believers. For exam- 
ple, a hymn that tells of the Lord’s faith- 
fulness in time of trial may encourage 
believers to trust Him more fully. A 
hymn that tells of His power and great- 
ness may help worshipers to recognize 
His greatness and goodness and thus to 
worship Him more fully and sincerely. 
ye 

But Christian hymns may also speak 
to unbelievers. Many are the instances 
where a Christian hymn, once used by 
a mother, has spoken to a wayward child 
years after the mother had gone to Glory. 
All our great evangelists have recog- 
nized the power of Christian hymns and 
Gospel songs to touch the heart where 
sometimes the spoken word has failed. 


$e 


All of this should help us to realize 
that, to be effective in the purposes for 
which they are intended, Christian 
hymns and songs must be true to the 
Word of God, and must spring from the 
heart experiences of believers. No mat- 
ter how beautiful may be the musical 
setting of a poem, unless that poem ex- 
presses Christian truth, or aspiration, or 
experience, and unless it is in conform- 
ity with God’s Word, it is useless in 
Christian worship. Obviously one who 
has not had a real experience of sal- 
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What Does the Times Publish? \ 


Many readers of The Sunday School Times have asked us what other material we publish that would be of help to them in their 
teaching and in their daily Christian living. In answer to that question we are listing the booklets, pamphlets, and miscellaneous items 
blished by us and currently carried in stock. Most of these were originally published as articles in the Times and were reprinted 
in individual form because of the many requests received for them. Any of them may be ordered directly from us at the prices quoted 
as long as the supply lasts. All prices given include postage. Canadian readers may send personal checks drawn on Canadian banks, 


PAMPHLETS 


BOOKLETS 


A Chemist and His Bible. By Charles 
M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Se.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet on the truth and 
wonders of the Bible by a man who for 
many years was the Director of Research 
for one of the world’s largest industrial cor- 
porations. Paper bound, 48 pages, 30 cents 
each. 


A Little Kit of Teacher’s Tools. By 
Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 


An excellent aid ‘to the Sunday school 
teacher. Some Sunday schools have pro- 
vided copies for every teacher. Good sup- 
plementary reading for teacher training 
classes. Paper bound, 72 pages, 25 cents 
each; $10 for fifty. 


A Voice from Beyond. By Philip E. 
Howard, LL.D, 


A selection of thirty poems composed out 
of keen spiritual insight and rich Christian 
experience by one who knew, loved, served, 
and trusted the Lord. Paper bound, 50 cents 
each. 


Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly? By 
Robert Dick Wilson, Ph.D., D.D, 


The ninth edition of Professor Wilson’s 
scholarly exposé of the fallacy of Higher 
Criticism. The central theme of this book- 
let is that every part of the Bible is God’s 
Word. Paper bound, 64 pages, 25 cents each. 


Scripture Choruses. By Robert Hark- 
ness. 


One hundred and sixty-five Golden Texts 
from different portions of the Bible set to 
music by this talented musician, composer, 
evangelist. Choruses are arranged in the 
order of their Scripture references. Excel- 
lent for children’s and young people’s work. 
Paper bound, 75 cents each. 


Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. By Philip 
E. Howard, LL.D. 


A short, intimate biography of the former 
Editor, who wrote “The Life That Wins,” a 
tract that has enjoyed world-wide circula- 
tion in seventeen languages and has. been 
used in transforming the lives of many. 
Cloth bound; 72 pages, 75 cents. 


Christ, the Apostles, and Wine. By 
Ernest Gordon. 


The writer of “A Survey of Religious Life 
and Thought” has prepared a forty-page 
treatise on the subject of wine in the New 
Testament. An invaluable help to students, 
pastors, and temperance workers. Paper 
bound, 40 cents each; 3 copies for $1.* 


What Will Bring Revival? By Ernest 
M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


A Scriptural, soul-searching review of 
this burning question. Profitable reading 
for both preacher and layman. Paper bound, 
56 pages, 25 cents each. 

* Published by the author. Distributed 
by the Truss. 





The Church of Christ and the Church 
of Rome. By Stephen E. Slocum, Ph.D. 

Comparing the true Church of Christ and 
the false Church of Rome, the author traces 
the history of each from New Testament 
times. Plain, simple answers to some of 
Rome’s greatest deceptions. 44 pages, 10 
cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents for 12; 
$3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


The Life That Wins. By Charles Gal- 
laudet Trumbull. 


Over 790,000 have been distributed in the 
English editions. It has been published in 
sixteen other languages. 2 cents each; 20 
cents a dozen; $1.50 per hundred. 


Biblical Parallels in Modern Law. By 
David K. Breed, LL.B. 

A sixteen-page pamphlet by a member 
of the St. Louis Bar on the influence of the 
Bible on modern law. 10 cents each; 50 cents 
for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 
per hundred. 


Crime and the Sunday School, By J. 
Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 


Reasons for crime and juvenile delinquency 
are plainly stated, along with possible 
cures. The value placed upon the Sunday 
school and the Sunday school teacher will 
be a great source of encouragement to all 
engaged in this work. Printed on a flat 
81¢x1l sheet with ample room for the mes- 
sage of a church or Sunday school, this 
leaflet is an excellent medium for distribu- 
tion in any locality. 3 cents each; 15 cents 
for six; 25 cents a dozen; $1 for fifty; $1.50 
per hundred. 


The False Teaching of Jehovah’s Wit. 
nesses Examined. By Donald F. Ackland 


A careful study of the literature of this 
cult, with exposure of their principal {a}. 
lacies in positive terms in the light of the 
Bible. 24 pages, 10 cents each; 50 cents for 
6; 90 cents for 12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 10, 


Perils of the Victorious Life, By 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, 


The perils and pitfalls of the Victorious 
Life are plainly set forth in this twenty. 
page pamphlet. Dr. Trumbull marks of 
well-defined guideposts for the Christian's 
walk that will be found helpful to all who 
are seeking to live closer to the Victorious 
Christ. 6 cents each; 60 cents a dozen; $25) 
for fifty; $5 per hundred. 


The Poison of Modernism. By Oswaid 
J. Smith, D.D. 

What is Modernism? How does it work? 
What has it done to the Church? What 
does it do to the individual? Dr. Smith 
answers these questions clearly, concisely, 
and Scripturally. 5 cents each; 35 cents a 
dozen; $1 for fifty; $2 per hundred. 


Should Christians Ape Hollywood? By 
the Rev. J. E. Harris. - 


No one doubts the effect of Hollywood 
and the motion picture industry on national 
life and culture. What effect Hollywood 
has on the Christian is another matter. 5 
cents each; 35 cents a dozen; $1.25 for fifty; 
$2 per hundred. 


This Earthly House. 


Grant Colfax Tullar set to music a poem 
by Miss Beth Coombe Harris and added a 
chorus. We have made reprints on durable 
linen-weave paper that are ideal for pasting 
in the front or back of your church or 
Sunday school hymnals. 5 cents each; % 
cents a dozen; $1.50 per hundred. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Lesson List. 


A handy, pocket-size list of the lessons 
in the International Uniform Series that 
gives the title of each lesson and the Golden 
Text in full. The Primary, Junior, Inter- 
mediate-Senior, and Young People-Adult 
topics are shown. Lists available for 1950 
and 1951. 15 cents each; $1.50 a dozen; $12.50 
per hundred. 


Index. 


The eight-page Tmves Index is a welcome 
companion to the binder. Indexes are avail- 
able for the years 1940 to 1949, inclusive, 
and may be had for 15 cents each. ‘ 


Binders for The Sunday School Times 
are available for those who desire a handy, 
inexpensive method of keeping their issues 
of the Tres in one place. Made of stiff 
binders’ board, covered with dark red buck- 
ram, these binders are an attractive addition 
to any Christian worker’s library. Will hold 
issues for one complete year. $1.25 each. 


Victorious Life Hymns. 

Edited by Charles M. Alexander and the 
Council of the Victorious Life Testimony, 
brings together 275 selected hymns. 
bound, $1 each; paper bound (limited sup- 
ply), 40 cents each. 


In addition to the foregoing items the Tmves publishes Scriptural, inex- 
pensive Special Day programs by Mary Brainerd Smith for Easter, Children’s 
Day, Rally Day, and Christmas. 25 cents a dozen; $1 for fifty; $2 per hundred. 
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yation and who knows the keeping 
-power of Christ cannot write convincing 
Christian truth in the words of a hymn, 
4 

We shall do well, therefore, to.scrutin- 
ize carefully the words of the hymns and 
songs we use in our young people’s meet- 
ings, and we need not be surprised, in 
this day of spiritual declension in some 
of our great denominations, to find Lib- 
eral or Modernistic hymns and songs 
making their appearance in more re- 
cently published hymnbooks and song 
books — hymns that have no real, vital 
Christian message. For just as some 
modern preachers have substituted the 
social gospel for the true Gospel of 
Salyation through faith in the atoning 
work of the Lord Jesus Christ, so some 
modern hymn writers have substituted 
the false gospel of social service and 
the unscriptural teaching that God is 
the Father of all, and all men are, there- 
fore, brothers for the true teaching of 
the Scriptures. You can frequently iden- 
tify the hymns of such writers by such 
€xpressions as “the Master-Carpenter,” 
or “the Carpenter of Nazareth” instead 
ur” or “the Lord,” and by such 
“Sxpressions as “building a better world” 
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or a “loftier race,” or “new messiahs, 
and the like. 

Then you will also find a group of 
hymns and songs, not necessarily teach- 
ing unscriptural truths, but inane and 
pointless, and carrying no real message, 
Examples of this type of song are “Fol- 
low the Gleam,” and “The Unclouded 
Sky,” and the like. 

bd 

Notice also from Paul’s words in Colos- 
sians 3 that it is important for us to 
have not only the right kind of hymns 
and Gospel songs, but it is also important 
that we who sing them should have the 
right heart attitude. He tells us that 
we are to sing with “grace in your hearts 
to the Lord.” It is the practical experi- 
ience of and the working out of God’s 
grace in the heart that makes the Chris- 
tian want to sing. Therefore we are to 
sing “to the Lord,” not so that we may 
receive praise from others. This same 
principle should give us no excuse to 
keep silent because we cannot sing as 
well as another. 

Notice how many of the Psalms reflect 
a personal realization of God’s love and 
mercy and deliverance and goodness. 
Thankfulness for the simple provisions 
of everyday life and the joy of redemp- 
tion furnish the theme for many 
Psalms, and they will also be the theme 
of much of the sincere Christian singing 
today. If we do not like to sing, with 
praise and thanksgiving, about salvation, 
then perhaps we need to examine our 
hearts to see first of all whether salva- 
tion is a reality there, and then whether 
we are enjoying the joy of that salvation 
by personal daily, fellowship with the 
Lord Jesus Christ, If we are, we shall 
want to sing about it, and we shall want 
thus to let others know of the joy that 
is in our hearts ..because we are re- 


deemed. “Let the redeemed of the Lord 
say so.” 
PuHmiapepHia, “© 
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For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


July 31 to August 6 

Mon.—1 Kings 17:1-7. 
An Obedient Prophet. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “So he went and 
did according unto the word of the 
Lord.” Obedient prophets had to be 
God-trained, as we, too, must be trained 
to obey in the “school of affliction.” Eli- 
jah, like Moses, had to be led down a 
pathway of God’s choosing, until he 
learned always to say Yes to God. Min- 
isters, likewise, must learn to obey God 
rather than men. When they get where 
they can say, “Not my will, but thine, 
be done,” they have arrived at the house 
of blessing. If there is not full surren- 
der, there cannot be full blessing. Pray 
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BIBLE EDUCATION 
Daytime and Evening Classes. Three-year Gen- 
eral Bible Courses. Write for Application. 
GREENSBURG BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Oakland and Stanton 
Greensburg - - - ° 





Pennsylvania 
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ATTENTION: 


Ministers, missionaries, and Christian 
workers. When in the metropolitan area on 
business or for pleasure, you will find it con- 
venient and economical to stop at 

THE NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 
340 West 55th Street New York 19 

















QAINBOW RHYMEs 


big double value! 


Orinted on both sides, illustrated. Scripture text 
on front, inspirational verse on back. 48 brill 
antly colored cards. Children love Tb¢ 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC, 
1517 North 3rd Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 


The Tudia Wission 


Room 311 Elyria Block Elyria, Ohio 
A Soul-Winning, Bible-Teachi 
Proving GOD'S Faithfulness 
In Hyderabad State and Central Provinces 
Bible Schools Training Native Evangelists 
A fruitful field of the Lord's provision 
Write for fuller information 
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INCREASE ,, your 
EARNINGS 
SELL America’s unexcelled Christmas Cards. 
Also a complete and fast-selling line of Everyday 
Cards, Calendars, Plaques, Beautiful Stationery, 
Imprinted Pencils and other gift items. WRITE 
TODAY FOR FREE information. Attractive dis- 
counts on all items. 
GOOPDPRINT LETTER SHOP 
24 E. High St. Elizabethtown, Pa. 


Favorite Hymns of Famous People 
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The Greatest Single Volume 
Ever Published 





Webster's New International Dictionary, 
Second Edition, is one of the most use- 
ful books you can own for your home or 
office—a great question answerer in every 
field of knowledge. Over 600,000 entries. 
$30 to $45, depending on binding. 

At. your bookseller’s or stationer’s, or 
write the publishers for information. 


Dept. ST 
G. & C. MERRIAM CO., Springfield 2, Mass. 
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for the international, national, and state 
chaplains of the Gideon organization, 
Tues.—1 Kings 18:1, 2, 17-20. 
A Messenger to Ahab. 
PraYER SucceEsTIons: “Go, shew thy- 
self unto Ahab; and I will send rain 
upon the earth.” It is just as difficult 
to deliver the message of salvation as 
to proclaim God’s word of doom. Eli- 
jah had good news to tell Ahab, but the 
king was hunting for his very life. Our 
Lord came with good tidings, but men 
nailed Him to a cross of shame. It is 
all the same whether you sing or scold 
before a snake. But God can make ene- 
mies to be at peace with us, and open 
the ears of sinners. If we are messen- 
gers of God, and deliver His message, 
God will take care of the rest. He did 
so for Elijah. Pray for Erieside Bible 
Conference, Willowick, Ohio (near 
Cleveland). 
Wed.—1 Kings 18:25-39. 
A Witness Against False Prophets. 
PraYER SuccESTIONS: “Elijah mocked 
them.” How he did this and with what 
words, the Scriptures tell. Holy mock- 
ery is instructive, and intends to win 
or warn the wicked. The end in view 
is good, not malevolent. An illustration 
of the usefulness of mockery to sinners 





The Times advertising columns can help you in your work in the church or Sunday 
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For the mature Christian of modest means, a gift annuity com- 
bines the blessings of giving with the benefits of saving. 


WITNESSING 


because the 


RELIABLE 


An ATS annuity will help take the Gospel to more people, 
dollar for dollar, than would be possible in any other way... 
Gospel tract is the least expensive means of 
publishing the “good news.” 


An ATS annuity insures the safety of your funds and provides 
a regular income for yourself, for another, or jointly for life 
at the highest return consistent with sound investment policy. 


is indicated in the words, “Wine is 
mocker.” The bite of booze is deep ang 
dangerous. The ridicule of wine unfor. 
tunately rarely comes in good time 
Pray for Tri-State Bible Protestant Con. 
ference, Port Jervis, N. Y. 


Thurs.—1 Kings 18:41-46, 
A Believing Prophet, 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “There is a sound 
of abundance of rain.” Faith gives real. 
ity to divinely assured blessing, so that 
we can say boldly what God will do on 
the basis of His declarations. Elijah 
had the hearing of faith, as well as the 
voice of faith. He counted God-prom. 
ised blessing as if it was on the way 
from Heaven. Walk by faith and not by 
sight. If you believe God, speak up and 
say like Paul, “I believe God, that it 
shall be, even as it was told me” (Acts 
27:25). Pray for the Harvey Cedars 
Bible Conference, Harvey Cedars, N. J, 


Fri—1 Kings 19:1-8. 
A Discouraged Prophet, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And when he 
saw that, he arose, and went for his life.” 
Preconceived notions are usually pit- 
falls for believers. When we imagine 
that things will be thus and so, without 
having the sure Word of God as our 
chart and compass, we are in for lively 
sorrows. Resignation to the will of God, 
whatever it may be, is the way to keep 
from consternation. Be content with all 
God’s dispensations. Pray for New Eng- 
land Fellowship of Evangelicals, Rum- 
ney, N. H. Address: 9 Park St., Bos. 
ton 8, Mass. 


Sat.—1 Kings 19:9-16. 
“A Still Small Voice.” 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “After the wind 
. earthquake ... fire... a still 
small voice.” In quietness and confi- 
dence lies our strength. God loves gen- 
tleness. Our blessed Lord’s voice was 
not heard in the street. Lightning is 
more powerful than thunder. The more 
noise the more hollowness. It is so in 
practice as in preaching. “A soft an- 
swer turneth away wrath” (Prov. 15:1), 
Doctrine that distills as the dew will do 
more good than when pounded into peo- 
ple with a sledge hammer. Pray for 
the Great Smoky Mountains Bible Con- 
ference, (J, C. Marchbanks, Bryson City, 
N. C.) 


Sun.—Psalm 27. A Psalm of Courage. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: “Wait on the 
Lord: be of good courage, and he 
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You can begin your annuity program with as little as $100. 
Why not drop us a post card today asking for our fascinating 
free booklet, “Investments Unlimited’? 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 


Henry G. Perry, Executive Secretary 
21 West 46th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 


shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I 
say, on the Lord.” The Word and 
prayer strengthen heart and hands in 
God. The holy God, through His holy 
Word, gives holy boldness in the face 
of the greatest difficulties. Dangers 
and oppositions you are bound to 
meet with, but if you commune with 
God, as David tells us he did in this 
Psalm, you will be calm, firm, and 
brave. Pray for Winona Lake Chrise 
tian Assembly, Winona Lake, Ind, 
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NOW: printing 15,000,000 Gospel tracts in Japan, 
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